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Dear Families 

It was lovely to have the chance to speak to so many of you this week during the parent consultation evenings.  The 

teachers will next be summarising their meetings and we will co-ordinate any follow-up actions over the next week or 

so.  If there is anything I need to know in the meantime, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

We are noticing a change in the weather now, so please ensure all children come to school prepared for colder 

conditions during outdoor play.  But the weather doesn’t have to prevent us all having a bit of fun and fundraising, and 

I’m pleased to be able to include details of the first two FOS event in today’s newsletter – there are other plans 

underway, so please keep an eye on the weekly newsletter and your WhatsApp groups! 

I hope the weekend is a good one for you. 

Mr Geraghty 

 

I’m starting this newsletter with a safeguarding message, as it is extremely concerning and I want to try and ensure all 

of our families are alerted to it: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you child help with Remembrance on Sunday November 8th? 

Reverend Webb has asked if there are any children who would like to participate in the Church Remembrance Service 

on Sunday November 8th.  This will be to read part of a poem or a passage from the bible.  We really want to support 

the church so if you are able to attend, please contact the school.  This will be from 11:00am to 12:00pm.  Thank you. 

 

School uniform reminders 

We are noticing that some of the children are choosing to come to school wearing make-up and ‘dangly’ earings.  This 

is contrary to the school’s uniform policy so can I please ask you to support this and ensure the children are ready for 

school in the appropriate way.  Thank you! 

 

Toys in school 

We have seen a number of issues related to children bringing in either toys or personal stationary, so we are doing all 

we can to reduce the need for children to bring their own items in to school.  Your help has been appreciated, and I 

know that by having this ‘rule’, it is helping some of the younger children with transition in to school. 

Can you please continue to support this approach and ensure that toys, and personal fidget toys stay at home.   

We have been made aware by a local school that individuals have been visiting homes 

within the community claiming to be from Children's Social Care.  

Please be assured that, in most cases, Children's Social Care will attempt to contact you 

by telephone before arranging a visit.  While there are occasions when unannounced visits 

may be necessary, you have the right to ask for identification before allowing anyone into 

your home. 

If you receive a telephone call from someone claiming to be from Children's Social Care, 

you can also ask for their name, team, and contact number to verify their identity. 

If someone attends your home claiming to be from Social Care and refuses to provide 

identification, please do not allow them entry and report the matter to the police 

immediately. 
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Mobile phones – planning for future years  

It is never too soon to start thinking about your family strategy for supporting 

children as they enter the world of mobile phones and social media.  As a 

parent myself, I know that opinions about this will differ, but from a 

professional standpoint, we are now starting to see the secondary schools 

in the area clarify their approach with their parents.  Not all schools are 

taking the same approach but just in case your children are going to go on 

to a school with a ban on smart technology, now might be the time to start 

thinking of alternatives to smart watches, smart phones etc. 

This is by no means a recommendation, but the local schools do appear to 

be suggesting parents consider the following ‘brick’ phones: 

• Nokia 105 

• Oakcastle F100 

• The Phone+ 

Other families have also recommended the following: 

• Nokia 3210 

• XploraOne 

If you would like to talk to other parents about mobile use, you can join the local SFC group using the QR above, and 

there are other suggestions fo alternative phones here:  https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/alternatives 

 

An Update for our Otters - Our 'New' Year R Environment 

I am pleased to finally be able to announce that over the past few months our delivery driver has been incredibly busy 

bringing lots of lovely new resources to our Otter Class.  Mr Smith (our temporary Caretaker) has also been very busy 

building everything!  Finally, our incredible Year R team have given up a lot of their own time to bring all of this 

together to make a new and purposeful environment that supports every area of early development. This has included 

high-quality monkey bars, mini-climbing wall, blackboards, water trough with pump, role-play area, play kitchen and 

smaller items to support small-world play and safe play on the bike n trikes.  

None of this would have been possible without the incredibly generous donation from the Chamberlayne-Macdonald 

Family at Cranbury Park, following a visit to the school earlier in the year.  The Chamberlayne-Macdonald Family has, 

for a long time, made a great difference to the village of Otterbourne, as well as families and young children affected 

by muscular dystrophy! We are beyond grateful that they have supported us in this way.  The children at Otterbourne 

now have an even greater start at school than ever before! 

 

An appeal for help! 

Because of all of the wonderful new equipment in our Year R outdoor environment, we are looking to extend their 

perimeter fence by a few meters to give a little more room and have some equipment on grass. 

If you are able to help in any way, we would welcome any support with purchasing a few panels or with installation. 

We are also starting to develop a lovely wildflower border in the Year R area, which the children are already enjoying 

digging over, which is great for gross motor development.  If you are having a garden clear out at the moment, we 

would be incredibly grateful for any leftover/half bags of compost and any spare bulbs you might have available and 

are happy to donate. 

Thank you! 

 

https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/alternatives


 
The  Newsletter of Otterbourne Church of England Primary School. 

 

FOS Dates for the Diary 
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BBC 500 Words Competition Writing Club 

This half-term, Mrs Holland will be running a writing club to support children with creating entries towards the BBC 500 

Words Story Writing Competition.  

 

This club will be open for children in Years 2 to 6 and take place on the following dates: 

Tuesday 6th October 12pm – Launch session with information to take away  

Tuesday 13th October 12pm – Brainstorm story writing ideas and how to turn these into a story 

Tuesday 20th October 12pm – Supported writing time 

Tuesday 3rd November 12pm – Share completed stories with each other ready for closing date of 6th November 2026 

 

 

Art Exhibition 

Our Art Exhibition will be returning on Friday 6th November 

and all children are welcome to produce work towards our 

exhibition which can be based on any of our three school 

pillars this year. A launch assembly is taking place on 

Wednesday next week and more details can be found in the 

poster towards the end of this newsletter. 

. 
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LAST CALL - Pupil Parliament Badge Design Competition 

Our new Pupil Parliaments for this academic year are now 

up and running and, this year, we are inviting all children 

design for a badge for each pupil parliament. This 

competition was launched in assembly on Tuesday, and 

your child will have brought a Badge Design Sheet home 

if they would like to take part. The deadline for entries is 

Friday 16th October. The children can choose to design it 

for any of the Pupil Parliaments which include: 

• Sport Council (led by Mr O’Dowd and Oscar) 

• Learning Council (led by Mrs Holland and 

Frankie) 

• Community Council (led by Miss McInally and 

Bella) 

• Diversity and Inclusion (led by Miss Reid, Mr 

Geraghty, Seb and Freya) 

• Spirituality and Faith (led by Mrs Welch and 

Rosalie) 

• Children’s Council (led by Miss Smith, Mrs 

Bertacchini and Jasmine) 

• Eco-Council (led by Mrs Simmons and Noah) 

• Personal Development and Wellbeing (led by Mrs 

Smith, Mrs Redford and Layla 

The winning entries will be made into badges which will 

be distributed to all the new members of that Pupil 

parliament. If your child hasn’t yet joined a council and 

would like to, please ask them to speak to Mrs Simpson 

or the teacher that leads the council they would like to join. 
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LEARNING FROM AROUND THE SCHOOL  

 

       

 

Hedgehog Class have been learning to estimate, weigh and order objects using scales to help them. 

 

 

   

They have also been sorting words in nouns, adjectives and verbs.  
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Meanwhile, Squirrel Class have been learning how rulers and measuring cylinders work.  

 

      

    

Each lunchtime Year 6 support their Year R buddies on the Year R playground. They are really enjoying creating 

positive relationships and teaching them games to play. 
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