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Dear Families 

It’s been an exciting week for our older children this week with our Year 6’s facing challenges and spending time away 

from home at the Fairthorne Manor residential.  This has then given our Year 5’s the chance to take on the role of 

‘buddy’ for our Otter Class children, which will no doubt have been a lot of fun, and given them something to look 

forward to for next year. 

It’s been lovely for me too, as I’ve spent more time with the children, having been with two of the groups at Fairthorne 

and then spending time with Year 3/4 in maths and yesterday at lunchtime - if there was ever to be a Mr G’s highlight 

of the week, it would have been yesterday when one of the year 4 boys thanked me for playing cricket with them.  It’s 

a real testament to the culture of respect we have at the school! 

I hope you have a safe and fun weekend! 

Mr Geraghty 

 

Please have a chat at home about toilets – sadly, as much as we have talked about toileting behaviours 

many times, we have had a couple of issues this week with toilets being filled and clogged with toilet paper.  This kind 

of thing could be an outlet for anxiety, which we would want to support, so it is really important we try and understand 

who is doing it.  There are also costs associated with wasted paper and repairs, and it makes the other children very 

upset to see their school treated in this way.  We will be talking to the children about this and will be doing what we 

can to stop it being an ongoing problem, and it would be appreciated if you could back this up at home. 

 

Safe routines - This week, I was made aware that one of our children was supported by a parent to leave the 

school grounds over the flint wall on to the church path.  This is clearly unacceptable for a number of reasons so can I 

please remind you that the children’s safety is my primary responsibility and we have routines for pick up time that I 

ask you to adhere to.  For our new parents, can I please ask that you wait for the teacher to release the children to you 

at the end of the day.  This is to help us continue to get to know the adults who are collecting and get the children into 

a safe routine.  If you have older children in the school, please don’t ask them to take their siblings from the line.  We 

will get quicker at releasing the children over time; if you are in a rush, we would always try and support this, but in the 

right way. 

 

Lost property – we have had an issue this week with a water bottle being damaged in lost property.  We do seem 

to gather a lot of different items at the end of each day, and as much as we try to return everything quickly, it is 

incredibly difficult if things are not named.  It would also be in everyone’s interest if the children could be taught about 

being more organised and having routines so that items don’t find their way into the box in the first place.  This is also 

why we have been taking steps to reduce the amount of things that are brought in from home and would always 

recommend a low-cost plastic water bottle in school, rather than a bulky or expensive metal one. 

This extends to fidget toys too, which should not be brough in from home please.  These are generally small items, 

that are easily lost and due to the nature of them being used frequently, they can easily be broken if not cared for.  

Miss Pascall (SENDCo) will provide children with fidget toys if there is a recognised need for one, so please stop 

sending in items from home – this week we had a late finish as one of the children’s Needoh fidgets broke during 

worship, which is something we really don’t want to have happen again. 

 

And now for some great news….. 
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…YES! Our calendar of events, being organised by our wonderful PTA, is almost complete and the first of these, will 

be advertised very soon.  We are very excited about what’s to come and I really hope that you will also enjoy the fun 

and fundraising activities this year.  As always, we rely on parent support to bring everything together, so if you can 

spare a little bit of time, please let your Year Rep know, or contact the school.  THANK YOU!!! 
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Do you know someone looking to start in Year R next September? 

Our school tours start very soon, and I would love to show any prospective parents around the school.  If you do know 

of anyone looking for a school space, please forward them the poster below or ask them to call the school.   

Thank you. 
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KS2 School Uniform 

For a number of years now the school uniform for KS2 children has been a shirt and tie combination.  

Previous parent surveys have indicated that this continues to be the preference.  I am intending on getting 

your feedback on this and other aspects of school life later in the year, but in the meantime the uniform 

remains as shirt and tie – and shirts need to be tucked in.  Please help us maintain a high standard of 

appearance across the school, by ensuring children are ready for school in this way, as we continue to 

remind children throughout the day.  We recognise that some children have sensory needs and this can be 

related to fabrics so please contact the school if you have questions about this.  Thank you. 

 

Harvest Collection 

On the 9th October, our Harvest Service is taking place. This year we will be making a collection of food for 

Eastleigh Food Bank.  
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LEARNING FROM AROUND THE SCHOOL AND AWAY FROM SCHOOL 

 

Year 6 at Fairthorne Manor 

Year 6 have embraced their residential experience at Fairthorne Manor this week, making the most of the 

sunshine and the great outdoors. The children approached all the new challenges with enthusiasm, 

developed their teamwork skills and grown in confidence and independence. It has been wonderful to see 

them supporting one another, stepping outside their comfort zones and creating lasting memories 

together.  

Well done Year 6 and thank you to all the amazing team of staff that gave up their own time to support 

them at different points during the week including Mrs Holland, Mr O’Dowd, Mrs Simpson, Mrs Davenport, 

Mrs Armstrong and Miss Whitwham – I enjoyed spending time with them too! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

Many more photos were shared with Year 6 parents through the week. 
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Learning in Action 

    

As part of their English, Year 1 have been reading the story Scaredy Squirrel and exploring the woodland to 

discover the things that Scaredy Squirrel is frightened of.   

 

   

They have also been comparing sizes and amounts in maths using natural objects.  

 

     

Year 5 have had a different week in school this week and taken part in new learning experiences such as 

creating their own Dragon’s Den pitches and carrying out a geography fieldwork enquiry into which part of 

our school grounds would be the safest to be in if we were to experience an Earthquake. They plotted the 

data from their enquiry onto Digimaps for schools and drew conclusions. 
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Eco-Council have worked together to recreate the log circles for classes to gather round.  

 

    

Wren Class then enjoyed reciting and performing poetry as part of their guided reading session in this new 

space. 

 

          

         

Otter Class are continuing to discover within their continuous provision and have had a wonderful time 

cooking creations in their mud kitchen, building their upper body strength on the monkey bars and 

beginning their mark making journey including how to hold their pen correctly. 
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IMPORTANT SAFEGUARDING PARENT INFORMATION 

 

Netflix Safeguarding Warning 

I want to share a concern that has been brought to my attention regarding a series called The Amazing 

Digital Circus, which is currently available on streaming platforms including Netflix. At first glance, the 

programme may appear to be aimed at young children due to its colourful animation, cartoon-style 

characters and playful title. However, the content is intended for an older audience and includes themes 

and scenes that many parents may find unsuitable for primary-aged children. The show carries a 12 

rating on Netflix and includes content warnings for violence, language and drug misuse. Some episodes 

contain scenes that could be upsetting for younger viewers, including depictions of injury, threatening 

situations and other disturbing imagery presented in an animated format. This series is 12+ and not suitable 

for younger viewers. 

 

Apps linked to sexual abuse  

The NSPCC has published figures showing which platforms children name when they talk to Childline about 

online sexual abuse. Between April 2025 and March 2026, Snapchat came top with 324 mentions, up 19% 

on the year before. It was followed by TikTok (234), Instagram (197), Discord (92) and WhatsApp (39). 

Between them, these five platforms came up in nearly 900 counselling sessions. The minimum age for 

using these Apps is 13 years old. 

More information can be found by following this link. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/about-us/news-opinion/2026/new-childline-data-reveals-top-five-

platforms-apps-linked-to-online-child-sexual-abuse/ 

 

 

 

 

A DATE FOR THE DIARY FROM THE SCHOOL’S MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT TEAM 

We would like to offer your parents our Emotion Regulation/ Managing Behaviour Workshop on Tuesday 3rd of 

November at 09:00AM. We anticipate this workshop will last for 90 minutes. It would be helpful if we could 

have a room with a screen/ projector as we will be using a presentation in the workshop. 

 

 

 

 

  

https://email.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/c/eJyEkc-O2yoUxp_G3lxhYQzEXrC4VWup6z5AdAzHMRMbKAeSzttXk8lIVTVSl_y-P-jog5TOAQ40V3iBxTMqMeOaYyjEUo6u2uJjaJ1xUk0Lb9H0p3Ga9CS5bvEAv58d7v6G-fXsnZFylFyKUQ_jU_XOiF6NSkvFT092IBFc8FxeE5p3tOQIzgKVpyUjxZotfpon_FkxvIsfqC6Ptm9vry9_lX2mbAbc4FQ_nqSWJw1jv8qTUsuqQCi5ShhabwQXmk-i50oOQnaWr3bVehomjeOAvJH8-rIcHcGKlwrZ-XDxgewW406djV29trvZSknUDP83Ym7EfL_fu0DJ2i7mS1evjZhhibWwSo2YA96JxeSDj6ER89v_75TZze9u9wGZgwIs4w1hJ1ZiYqu_IUs7lDXmgxikRGz34YqOlchieKQeeUb4q8LOYKmEjZjbjyUIg8N8dvEAH8w_j8rGdhm9aySPpWBeYs0Buw1CoY7s9vCg9cljKI8Jhe6lHsTAW_Lluao8qZ6PSrTF_PAF__v-tRHDH_hmxO8AAAD__zzl5CY
https://email.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/c/eJyEkc-O2yoUxp_G3lxhYQzEXrC4VWup6z5AdAzHMRMbKAeSzttXk8lIVTVSl_y-P-jog5TOAQ40V3iBxTMqMeOaYyjEUo6u2uJjaJ1xUk0Lb9H0p3Ga9CS5bvEAv58d7v6G-fXsnZFylFyKUQ_jU_XOiF6NSkvFT092IBFc8FxeE5p3tOQIzgKVpyUjxZotfpon_FkxvIsfqC6Ptm9vry9_lX2mbAbc4FQ_nqSWJw1jv8qTUsuqQCi5ShhabwQXmk-i50oOQnaWr3bVehomjeOAvJH8-rIcHcGKlwrZ-XDxgewW406djV29trvZSknUDP83Ym7EfL_fu0DJ2i7mS1evjZhhibWwSo2YA96JxeSDj6ER89v_75TZze9u9wGZgwIs4w1hJ1ZiYqu_IUs7lDXmgxikRGz34YqOlchieKQeeUb4q8LOYKmEjZjbjyUIg8N8dvEAH8w_j8rGdhm9aySPpWBeYs0Buw1CoY7s9vCg9cljKI8Jhe6lHsTAW_Lluao8qZ6PSrTF_PAF__v-tRHDH_hmxO8AAAD__zzl5CY
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