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Dear Families 

It’s been another great week in the school, with lots of children already bringing their brilliant work for me to see, praise 

and reward with a sparkly ‘Headteacher Sticker’.  I love seeing the children coming home with these proudly displayed 

on their uniform for you to see, but sometimes the older children prefer to have these stuck on their books as a daily 

reminder that they should be proud of themselves.  You might see these during the upcoming parent consultation 

evenings, which are an opportunity to share with the class teachers that might help us understand more about how we 

can support your children.  The booking system for these will be available from 5pm on Monday 21st September on 

Arbor. 

The children are settled into their new classrooms now, and we have shared with you the overview of learning that 

they will be completing this term.  If you have any questions about the start of the year, please do not hesitate to 

contact me. 

Mr Geraghty 

 

Year R Bell Ringing 

A wonderful event to mark the start of school for our Otter Class children. 

    

As they finished their first school day, our reception class children stood proudly in front of their parents, their Year 6 

buddies, and children from across the school.  One by one, they walked up (some nervously, come confidently) and 

they rang the school bell to mark the start of what we all hope will be a successful and memorable 7 years.  

It really was a lovely moment for the families to capture for posterity, and we are all grateful that the miserable weather 

gave way just in time for us all to enjoy it. 

 

Do you know someone looking to start in Year R next September? 

Our school tours start very soon, and I would love to show any prospective parents around the school.  If you do know 

of anyone looking for a school space, please send them a copy of the poster in this newsletter or ask them to call the 

school.  If you didn’t make it to a school tour and would like to have one, please let us know. 
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Do you have a van and a bit of spare time? 

We have the opportunity of upgrading some of our school furniture thanks to the support of a local business in 

Chandler’s Ford.  Before we plan to hire a van, which is money we really would rather not spend, I’m reaching out to 

see if anyone would be able to help us out at some point over the next week or so.  If you think you can, please 

contact the school.  Thank you! 

 

Are you looking for a local party venue? 

Our outdoor classroom, The OWL, is a wonderful space often described as a Hobbit House.  It’s perfect for small 

parties or meetings and we are happy to let it out as a venue.  If you are interested, please contact the school office.   

 

Lost Property 

At the end of the year, despite helping the children bring home their belongings, we still ended up with a huge pile of 

lost property, much of which is still unclaimed.  We have returned all that we can, but if it wasn’t named, there really 

isn’t much more we can do.  If you know you are missing something, please pop in and take a look, otherwise it will be 

put out during the parent consultation evenings before being put into the pre-loved uniform boxes. 

 

Are you in need of uniform items? 

As mentioned above, if you are planning on buying items of uniform, please take a look in the pre-loved uniform boxes 

first.  For a very small donation, you could even fill the wardrobe for the years ahead! 

 

Lost Library Books 

Each year, we have to ‘close’ the library for a stock take.  Many of our books are provided by Hampshire Library 

Services which is the best way of having a good level of rotation, ensuring that the shelves are filled with good quality, 

engaging books, many of which are new releases.  It takes a few weeks to collect the books in, and Mrs Redford will 

contact families to try and locate the books that don’t come back to us as we fully understand that they can find their 

way into strange places around the house. Sadly, in July, we had a very high number of books that weren’t returned, 

and as much as we can write off a few of these, the school has had to pay a fine for non-returns this year.  As we start 

the year, it’s the ideal time to put a routine in place at home so that you know which books you have, and where they 

are kept, so they can come back safely.  I’m hoping that it won’t be necessary but we will have to consider how lost 

books are paid for, if we have the same situation this year. 

 

Earrings 

For safety reasons, children should only be wearing stud earrings in school. Thank you. 

 

Birthday Clothes 

Just in case you aren’t aware, we love seeing the children in their own celebration clothes when it is their birthday.  If 

their birthday is at the weekend or in the holidays, they can choose the nearest day that suits them.  This is even more 

special when the children dress up for the occasion.  
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Birthday Books 

In order to keep fostering a love of reading, we have a birthday book scheme 

in the school.  When it is your child’s birthday, you can use this to purchase a 

book for them to read. Then, when they have read it, and you are wondering 

what to do with the book they can bring it to the office. A special birthday slip 

will be stuck in the front and it will then be presented to the school librarians 

during celebration assembly.  Anyone who then takes the book from the library 

will know who kindly donated it. 

If you would like some ideas, the School Library Service (SLS) have created a 

list of new books that will enhance our library. These books have been added 

to a Wish List with LoveReading4Kids – this can be found on our website.  

The school can earn money on all purchases made in order to buy further new 

books. 

My Wishlist | LoveReading4Kids 

 

 

Birds of Prey Talk 

Last week, Year 5/6 had the honour of being visited by local nature photographer Steve Grundy. Steve 

Grundy is an expert in the characteristics and behaviour of the birds of prey he photographs. It was 

wonderful to hear him talk passionately our class birds: Red Kites, Buzzards and Kestrels. He also gave us 

some fantastic wildlife photography tips. The children may like to use these tips to help them take photos of 

nature as part of the forthcoming Arts Fair which will be launched on the 6th October– more information to 

follow.  

 

 

Making Bodies Stronger 

Have your children come home talking about being lizards, bears, penguins and meercats in class? These 

positions are part of the Making Bodies Stronger element of our Kinetic Letters writing programme. 

Practising these positions builds physical strength to help with concentration and the ability to hold and use 

pens, pencils etc for extended periods of time without tiring. 

These 'animal' positions are used throughout the school day e.g. sitting in the bear position for assembly, 

waiting in line like penguins and marking or writing as meerkats.  

The children can also be encouraged to use these positions at home e.g. watching the television or using 

their tablet whilst in the lizard position, listening to a story in the lion position or reading their reading book 

in the bear position. You will find a poster for each position at the end of this newsletter.  

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/wishlists/71ea18c474d87aa37cc5e222c83287ca
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Wren Class have been practising their meercat and lizard positions in class as part of their work.  

 

    

Year 5-6 have worked collaboratively to create some beautiful crosses in the woodland using natural art. 

 

    

As a launch to their geography unit on Violent Earth, Year 5-6 explored volcanoes close up through VR 

headsets.  
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The children loved sharing their holidays postcards, which helped develop our knowledge of place.  

 

    

Hedgehogs Class have been learning the value of the tens and ones by creating two-digit numbers. 

 

    

They also went on a Bear Hunt around the school grounds and got snowed on! This was part of the launch 

to their first English writing unit where they will create their own Bear Hunts. 

 

    

Squirrel Class have been learning how to control BeeBots as part of their computing lessons. 
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Otter Class have been exploring and discovering in their new classroom and outdoor provision. We’re so 

impressed with how well they have settled into school life and their Year 6 buddies have been doing a 

fantastic job of playing with and supporting them at lunchtimes. 

 

Animal Positions that support children in making 

their bodies stronger. 
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A DATE FOR THE DIARY FROM THE SCHOOL’S MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT TEAM 

We would like to offer your parents our Emotion Regulation/ Managing Behaviour Workshop on 

Tuesday 3rd of November at 09:00AM. We anticipate this workshop will last for 90 minutes. It would be 

helpful if we could have a room with a screen/ projector as we will be using a presentation in the 

workshop. 

 

 

 

You are able to sign up to this webinar here. 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/J1K8Y4HHYX
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