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Dear Families 

I hope that you have been enjoying reading all about school life in the newsletter this term.  We try very hard to ensure 

that the regular updates and messages are included in the newsletter so that we can reduce the number of times we 

have to contact you through the week.  There are, of course, always other things that come up and urgent items to 

share, but the newsletter will always be the main source of information.   

As indicated last term, we have reacted to concerns about children in photos by changing how we include images in 

the newsletter but I hope we still give you a good sense of the variety of activities and learning that the children enjoy.  

We are, because of this, looking into other photo sharing ideas as it is really important that you get a really good sense 

of daily life her in school. 

Mr Geraghty 

 

Changes to the Otterbourne Team 

I have to let you know that Miss Squibb, who has contributed to the school in so many ways, has decided to leave 

Otterbourne at the end of this half-term.  I know how much the children have benefited from Miss Squibb’s time here, 

with her organisation of our Young Voices Choir events, the range of sporting activities across the school, supporting 

the lunch routines, co-ordinating OtterFest and just being there for everyone across the school community for the past 

few years.  We wish her the best for the future.   

 

Annual Consent Form 

Each year, we give our new families a consent form (for various purposes).  If at any time you feel the need to change 

your permissions, you can do this via Arbour, but please also email admin@otterbourne.hants.sch.uk if you make 

changes as we aren’t automatically informed. 

 

Parent Consultations 

Parent consultations are taking place next week on Monday and Wednesday evening. If you haven’t yet booked, 

please make your appointment via Arbor before Monday. The main focus of this first meeting of the year is to discuss 

how your child has settled into their new class and an opportunity for you to share any changes at home or concerns 

you may have. Sessions are for 10 minutes, and I do encourage the teachers to use a timer as it’s best for all involved 

that we keep to the published timetables – we would always arrange a follow-up if there is more we need to discuss. 

We will also have the pre-loved uniform available for you browse through, with items available for a small donation. 

 

The Office  

Until further notice, the school office might not available in the way that you are used to.  We are very sorry about this 

and are looking to make positive changes as soon as possible.  If you know anybody with school administration 

experience who might be interested in a new role, please let them know that we are currently advertising, or ask them 

to contact Mrs Davenport on 01962 712020.  Thank you for your patience and support at this time. 
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“THANK YOU NICKY!” 

There will be an update from the FOS very soon about the changes within the team and the plans for the year ahead, 

but I need to take this opportunity to say a big ‘Thank You’ to Nicky, who has been chairing FOS for this past year.  

We have had a lot of fun this year and the fundraising has meant that we are able to go ahead with the new playtrail, 

which I hope we will be able to open later in the year. 

This year, the FOS have shown incredible support for my vision for inclusion, helping us to create a sensory room in 

the school, that is filled with lights, sounds and sensory surfaces that will be a calm place for the children who need a  

 

BBC 500 Words Competition Writing Club 

This half-term, Mrs Holland will be running a writing club to support children with creating entries towards the BBC 500 

Words Story Writing Competition.  

 

This club will be open for children in Years 2 to 6 and take place on the following dates: 

Tuesday 6th October 12pm – Launch session with information to take away  

Tuesday 13th October 12pm – Brainstorm story writing ideas and how to turn these into a story 

Tuesday 20th October 12pm – Supported writing time 

Tuesday 3rd November 12pm – Share completed stories with each other ready for closing date of 6th November 2026 

 

 

 

Art Exhibition 

Our Art Exhibition will be returning on Friday 6th November and all children are welcome to produce work towards our 

exhibition which can be based on any of our three school pillars this year. A launch assembly is taking place on 

Wednesday next week and more details can be found in the poster towards the end of this newsletter. 
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Harvest Collection 

Next Friday, our Harvest Festival is taking place in church, and we are hoping to have a huge display of donations as 

a collection for Eastleigh Basics Food Bank. Please see the poster, designed by Community Council, towards the end 

of the newsletter, to see what donations are needed. 
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Pupil Parliament Badge Design Competition 

Our new Pupil Parliaments for this academic year are now up and running and, this year, we are inviting all children 

design for a badge for each pupil parliament. This competition was launched in assembly on Tuesday, and your child 

will have brought a Badge Design Sheet home if they would like to take part. The deadline for entries is Friday 16th 

October. The children can choose to design it for any of the Pupil Parliaments which include: 

 

• Sport Council (led by Mr O’Dowd and Oscar) 

• Learning Council (led by Mrs Holland and Frankie) 

• Community Council (led by Miss McInally and Bella) 

• Diversity and Inclusion (led by Miss Reid, Mr Geraghty, Seb and Freya) 

• Spirituality and Faith (led by Mrs Welch and Rosalie) 

• Children’s Council (led by Miss Smith, Mrs Bertacchini and Jasmine) 

• Eco-Council (led by Mrs Simmons and Noah) 

• Personal Development and Wellbeing (led by Mrs Smith, Mrs Redford and Layla 

 

The winning entries will be made into badges which will be distributed to all the new members of that Pupil parliament. 

If your child hasn’t yet joined a council and would like to, please ask them to speak to Mrs Simpson or the teacher that 

leads the council they would like to join. 

 

Caretaker Vacancy 

We are also still advertising for a new 

caretaker to help keep the school clean and 

safe, following Mr Hiscox’ retirement.  

If you know anybody who would be interested 

in this vital role, whether full time or with 

some flexibility in hours, please share this 

with them or ask them to contact the school. 

They can also visit the Hampshire Education 

Jobs website. 
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Please share with anyone looking for a school place in 2027. 
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LEARNING FROM AROUND THE SCHOOL  

 

     

     

Year 3-4 have been experimenting with line and tone using charcoal as part of their cave art unit. 

 

     

They have also been creative in RE, where they are making their own Sukkahs as part of their learning about the 

Jewish Harvest Festival.  

 

          

Year 5-6 have been learning about the structure of the Earth by dissecting the layers of a hardboiled egg.  
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Otter Class have been very busy this week. They have had their first visit to the woods, their first PE lesson in the 

hall and continued mark making, exploring and discovering around the classroom and outdoor provision.  

 

  

Buzzard class have been sewing this week and learning the running stitch, the overstitch and even the blanket stitch! 

They will use these new skills later in the term when creating some applique wall hangings. 
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