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Dear Families 

We have once again reached the end of the school year, and what a year it has been with some of the 

most extreme weather we’ve experienced (the playground outside Wren Class registered 52° at one 

point).  We also end the year with an incredible set of results from across the school, including the KS2 

SATs, which you can find within this newsletter.  My thanks must go to the entire teaching team for the 

part they have played in these outcomes, and to all members of the support staff, who strive to ensure 

every child is supported to succeed here.   

We also have so many volunteers to give thanks to for the time they give up to regularly supporting our 

children with reading, or through a club (knitting is very popular!).  This year, we invited all volunteers to 

a thank you tea party hosted by governors and children.  It was a lovely event and hopefully 

demonstrated just how much we appreciate the time and effort that our volunteers give to the school.  I 

can see this being a regular event in the school diary!  My thanks must also go to The Otter who kindly 

donated to the school following their World Cup event.  We are hoping to add something to our science 

or outdoor curriculum and are very grateful for their support, which came as a complete surprise.  

Thanks also must go to the Fowler family for their donation of musical instruments.   

The children have given us some incredible memories this year.  From some outstanding performances 

in this year’s Drama Club production, to Young Voices choir singing together in London.  From personal 

displays of musical talent in our worships, to a range of fun moments during Otterbourne’s Got Talent.  

The children showed their determination throughout the year too, not only to overcome challenges in 

learning, but to overcome personal challenges during our residential weeks.  Whether this was related 

to staying away from home, pushing themselves to go higher or getting into the water, your children 

have embraced everything that we have put to them, and they should have so much pride for going 

outside of their comfort zones. 

The final act of the year is a new addition to the calendar.  In September, our Otters ‘rang in’ their school 

year on the new school bell which was donated by a previous family of the school.  Today, this year’s 

Year 6 children will be the first to ‘ring out’ their time here, after which all of the children will head off 

for the Summer holidays.  Year 6 parents are invited in to school for this event, but it is starting at 3pm, 

so if you are here a little early for pick up, you will see it all taking place at the reflection space by the 

orchard. 

I hope that whatever you are doing and wherever you are going, you have a happy, fun, and safe 

summer break.  We look forward to welcoming the children back on Thursday 3rd September.   

With best wishes 

Mr Geraghty 
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Thanks and well done to Mr O’Dowd, Miss Squibb and all of the staff and parents who                                                                                                                                                                                                      

have supported our extra-curricular sports provision this year.  Due to the 

inclusive approach, the range of activities we participate in and the way that 

physical education is part of the school culture, we have achieved the 

Platinum Sports Award again this year.  More than anything though, we have 

to say ‘congratulations’ to all of the children who have represented the school 

throughout the year.  We’ve had a lot of personal out-of-school success too, 

and I love sharing these achievements with the children during our celebration 

worships, so please keep bringing in the medals and certificates. 
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Mr Hiscox is Retiring 

Whether it is gathering up fallen leaves with the ‘goat’, clearing blockages in urinal pipes or undertaking 

a wide range of running repairs around the school, Mr Hiscox has spent the last six and a half years with 

his hands on pretty much every part of the school.  We have been so very lucky to have benefited from 

his range of ‘handyman’ skills and the time he dedicated to helping keep the grounds and building smart 

and safe for the children.  Mr Hiscox has always gone ‘above and beyond’ including helping with the FOS 

events at weekends and in the evenings and we are going to miss having access to his incredible 

knowledgebase – there is nothing Mr Hiscox doesn’t know! 

It’s now time for Mr Hiscox to hang up the sink plunger and take to the open road with his wife, as their 

plans include lots of sightseeing in their campervan, as well as visiting America.  We all wish Alex the 

very, VERY best for a wonderful and relaxing retirement.   

Alex, thank you for all you have done for the children, the staff and the families of Otterbourne.   

 

Caretaker Vacancy 

We are very pleased to have the support of a member of the community over the summer to ensure the 

school is ready for our return in September, but beyond that we are yet to find our new caretaker.  If 

you know of anyone who might be interested in this vital role, please ask them to contact the school or 

look on the Hampshire Education Jobs website. 

 

Other Staff Changes 

Sadly, as so often happens at the end of a school year, we also have to say a few goodbyes to members 

of staff for a variety of reasons:   

Mrs Law, Mrs Rees and Mrs Qureshi who work across the school have changed the lives of the children 

in their care with their compassion, empathy, warmth and ongoing commitment to ensuring the 

children have the chance to thrive.   When a child in the daily care of a learning support assistant says, 

‘I’m going to miss you because you help me do things I didn’t think I could do’, you know just how 

important these members of the team are to the children. 

Mrs Tear and Miss Gilbert, have been incredible in the office supporting me, Mrs Davenport and, quite 

simply, all of our families on a regular basis and we are incredibly sad to see them leave. 

 

I recognise that this looks like a lot of change, and of course it is sad for us to have to see anybody leave, 

but I want the reasons for this to be known.  It is no secret that the school has had to accept the strategic 

decision by Hampshire to reduce its size back to 30 children in each class.  This has an impact on an 

already very challenging school budget - which all school budgets are – and that means that sadly we 

have to reduce staff numbers accordingly.  I am happy to tell you though, that Mrs Law and Mrs Rees 

have already secured new roles in local schools. 
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Gravel Appeal 

Year R are creating a new construction area in their outdoor provision and would like some donations of gravel. If 

you are able to source some and bring it into school, please get in contact with the office or let Mrs Bertacchini or 

Mr Geraghty know.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet the Teacher – Save the Date 

In September, there will be an opportunity to meet your child’s new teacher and receive some important 

information about teaching and learning in your child’s new phase, including how you can support your child at 

home.  

Please make a note of these dates in your calendar for September 

Tuesday 8th September – Year 3/4 in Wrens Class (presentation followed by visits to individual 

classes – parents to enter via Wrens outside door) 

Wednesday 9th September – Year 5/6 in Red Kites Class (presentation followed by visits to 

individual classes – parents to enter via Red Kites outside door) 

Thursday 10th September – Year 1 and Year 2 presentation in classes (parents to enter via the 

Squirrels and Hedgehog classroom doors) 

 

Moving up questions. 

There is a lot of information on the Guide to School pages of the website, and I still welcome and 

questions you think we could address on an FAQ page as I would always hope to keep you fully informed 

about life at school.  For Year 1, Mrs Smith will be emailing out anything parents need to know about the 

new school year during the holidays. 
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Summer Reading Challenge 

Last week, we had a visit from Chandler’s Ford library who told us all about this 

year’s Summer Reading Challenge. This challenge has already begun in libraries 

across Hampshire and the children can sign up in any local library or by 

following this link. The Summer Reading Challenge is about encouraging 

children to continue reading and enjoying books through the school holiday. 

Taking part in the Summer Reading Challenge and reading during the summer 

will help them when they return to school or start school for the first time.  

Children who have signed up for the Summer Reading Challenge and visit a 

library will be given a collector pack and a sticker for each book they have read, 

that includes listening to an eAudiobook, being read to, using a fact book to 

learn a new skill or reading a comic.   Children who read six books and log their 

reads at the library or online will be able to collect a sustainable medal from 

their local library. 

 

When a book might help 

The library have created a ‘When Book Might Help’ page for parents that need advice on finding books that 

tackle specific subjects or themes that children may find challenging at different times. Please visit When a book 

might help | Leisure and culture | Hampshire County Council. This and other resources can be found on the 

library Kids Zone. Kids Zone | Leisure and culture | Hampshire County Council 

    

Summer Postcard Project 

Keep your postcard in a safe place this summer ready for the Summer Postcard Project. We look forward to 

receiving them in over the holidays and in September. If you choose to post your postcard, please add the class 

name to the address. Thank you. 

 

Volunteer Thank You 

On Thursday, many of our volunteers joined us for a Thank You Tea Party. The governors kindly baked cakes and 

Year 6 children from our Children’s Council became waiters and waitresses for the afternoon and served them, 

before singing some of their Leavers’ songs.  A huge thank you to all our volunteers this year who have supported 

the school through fundraising activities, hearing readers or helping on trips. We are keen to recruit new 

volunteers to hear readers across the school in September, if you are interested, please contact Mrs Holland.  

     

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=tdiBPwfuF0yGnB20OQGNm5cwNxLjAQVHgOp5mkJzfLdUNEZGQVFCQVY4MlA4WENKSlA0MFJEVVEwTSQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/kids-zone/whenabookmighthelp
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/kids-zone/whenabookmighthelp
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/kids-zone
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A New Trim Trail 

Children’s Council, who have been seeking and analysing pupil views 

for a new trim trail, were very excited to discover this week that FOS 

have raised enough money to turn their ideas into a reality. They are 

pictured here, in the exact spot the new trim trail will be, on the top 

of the field by the steps. We are currently seeking quotes and 

designs but hope this will become a new feature of our school by the 

Spring Term 2027.  

 

Learning in Action 

   

Year 2 have been developing their computing skills and learning how to insert pictures and edit text. They then 

used these skills to create posters about looking after our school. 

 

        

Year 6 have been trying desperately to get the signatures of all their friends. 
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Year 5/6 children have written questionnaires to find out about children’s experiences of playtime across the 

school. This data is helping them to create guides to a pleasant playtime to help others with their playtime issues.  

   

Year 5 have been learning to estimate angles.  

          

Year 5/6 have been designing and cooking their own WWII rationed recipe: Potato Pancakes complete with a 

seasonal vegetable. There were many different versions created and the children enjoyed tasting and evaluating 

their recipes. 

   

The children have been helping Mrs Simpson put the final touches to our Creation Container. It is looking 

absolutely incredible. Well done to Mrs Simpson and all the children that have contributed! 
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Children in Year 3/4 have been tasting salad ingredients and designing their own Italian Salad to make.   

 

Food Bags 

The HAF programme is here to support low-income families over the summer break and is a childcare lifeline for 
many. This summer, over 200 HAF schemes will be running across Hampshire, offering a wide range of fun 
activities alongside nutritious meals for children and young people. 

 Bookings opened on 22 June, and we are keen to ensure that all eligible families are aware of and able to access 
these opportunities. 

 For summer 2026, there is a new central booking system, making it much easier for families to find and book 
activities. The system includes built-in eligibility checking, so parents and carers no longer need to use previously 
issued HAF codes. New schemes are also being added regularly in the run-up to the holidays. 

 Families in our area can visit a direct booking site (copied below) to: 

 Find local holiday clubs 

• Book places 
• Join waiting lists where sessions are full 

Funded by the Department for Education, the HAF programme enables local authorities to provide free healthy 
food and enriching activities during school holidays for children who receive benefit-related FSM. 

Further information is available via the FAQs: 
Hampshire Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) frequently asked questions | Health and social care | Hampshire 
County Council 

If there are any queries, the HAF team can be contacted at: 
connect4communities@hants.gov.uk (please include FAO HAF in the subject line) 

Info specific to each district area: 

Families in the New Forest can visit the New Forest HAF Booking Site to find local schemes, book places or add 
their names to the waiting list. 

Families in Test Valley can visit the Test Valley HAF Booking Site to find local schemes, book places or add their 
names to the waiting list. 

Families in Winchester can visit the Winchester HAF Booking Site to find local schemes, book places or add their 
names to the waiting list.       

https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/childrenandfamilies/connectforcommunities/holidayactivities/haf-faqs
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/childrenandfamilies/connectforcommunities/holidayactivities/haf-faqs
mailto:connect4communities@hants.gov.uk
https://eequ.org/newforesthaf
https://eequ.org/testvalleyhaf
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r06/___https:/eequ.org/winchesterhaf___.ZXV3MjpoY2Nwcm9kOmM6bzpjYTNhMjIxMDgwMWI2MTVkZjBmNGRiZWUxYWFhYmI5Yjo3OmFmYzU6N2Q5ODJjMTE4YjE1YzI2ZGFhZmVhNjAyYTM1ZDQ0OWJkMzkyYjI1NmY4YzY4OGRlY2IzZTJkMjkxN2RkNTliZDpoOlQ6Rg
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