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Dear Families 

This is the penultimate newsletter of the year and I hope that you have enjoyed seeing so much of the 

children’s learning and experiences of school over the past year.  Recently, we‘ve tried to keep going 

with as many of the usual activities and special days that make primary school memorable, despite the 

heat, and I have to say that the children have been really good at managing things. 

We are definitely noticing how the unstructured times of the day are getting a bit more tricky now 

though, so from next week, we are going to have the children stay in their class groups for the first part 

of lunchtime.  They will still have enough time outdoors but as they can’t run around in this heat, as they 

would normally do, they are struggling with a full lunch hour, despite the changes we’ve put in place.  

Due to the forecast temperatures next week, we will be continuing with PE kits rather than uniforms.  

We are also continuing to allow children to bring in personal fans.   

Thank you 

Mr Geraghty 

 

Library Closed 

The library is now closed for the end-of-year book count. We are still awaiting the return of over 150 books, so we 

would really appreciate it if you could check at home over the weekend and return all library books as soon as 

possible.  

 

Roses 

Well done and a big thank you to Wren Class who have been diligently watering the newly positioned rose garden 

outside their classroom every day. Their love and care has had such a positive impact as the roses are now in full 

flower despite their move in hot conditions. Don’t they look incredible? 

 

    vv  

 



 
The  Newsletter of Otterbourne Church of England Primary School. 

 

Trips Focus 

 

It’s been a week for trips this week with Year 6 venturing to Legoland for their leavers’ ‘geography’ trip where 

they enjoyed a day of thrills and fun with their friends, whilst Year R were at Platform 1 running a real cafe. Also, 

Year 1 set off around Otterbourne to carry out geography fieldwork and Year 2 visited Marwell Zoo. 

 

Otters trip to Platform One 

Otters took a big step into the world of work on Monday when they helped to run the café at Platform One. Their 

jobs included making sandwiches for their parents, serving customers using their best manners, calculating simple 

costs using Numicon pieces and designing a hat. They did such an incredible job that they were rewarded with an 

ice-cream.  

      

    

 

Out and about in Otterbourne 

Year 1 set off on their geography fieldwork trip to help design Mr Jolly Postman a postal route through 

Otterbourne this week. They walked down local roads such as Cranbourne Drive, making a note of which side the 

odd and even numbers are on and surveying what type of houses were in the street. They were able to use their 

best ‘Noticing’ skills to decide if the properties were detached, semi-detached, terraced or bungalows. They had 

to follow a map carefully to know where to go and also looked out for post-boxes. Back in class, their next 

challenge is to create their own map for Mr Jolly Postman to help him with his round.  
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Year 2 at Marwell Zoo 

The children had a great day, taking advantage of the zoo from its shadiest spaces. The children learnt about how 

different habitats are suited to different animals and, in line with our sustainability pillar, how to look after the 

environment to protect animals in the future.  They enjoyed an interactive talk with Marwell Staff as part of the 

day and made lots of discoveries and observations.  The children were very excited to receive a free return ticket. 

       

     

 

Y6 at Legoland 

Year 6 finally got to attend their postponed Leavers’ Trip and it was definitely worth the wait. They had a fantastic 

day and enjoyed trying out a full-range of rides with their teachers and friends. Here are some of their thoughts: 

Lottie: “It was one of the best experiences ever, jam-packed with laughter and memories”.   Charlie: “It was a very 

memorable day and I loved being able to go on all the enthralling rides.”   Martha: “It helped me build my 

confidence and it was a truly unforgettable day.”   Gaby: “Going on Speedway was so much fun!” 
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Learning in Action 

     

Robin Class have been enjoying exploring their guided reading text ‘Atlas of Adventure’.  

 

      

Year 5/6 have been tasting seasonal vegetables ahead of designing their own WW2 rationed potato cake recipe.  

 

Sports Focus – Cricket – A parent article about our children in out-of-school sports. 

The young cricketers at Compton & Chandlers Ford Cricket Club have enjoyed an excellent season so far, with 

strong performances and plenty of victories across the age groups. There are children from the school who enjoy 

All Stars (the introduction to cricket for age 4-6) as well as plenty of boys and girls at U9 and U11.   At these levels, 

the focus is just as much on learning as it is on winning. Developing batting, bowling and fielding skills is only part 

of it —understanding the tactics and decision-making that make up the "cricket brain" is just as important. 

This season has brought some fantastic achievements. Our Under 11 team reached the regional cup semi-finals, 

while our boys' and girls' Under 11 teams both won the Utilita Skills Competition. The event includes a bowl-off 

on the Utilita out field, which has become something of a running joke at the club—we seem to produce plenty of 

talented bowlers!   One player who I think deserves special recognition is Isla Turski. Although she has been 

playing for less time than many of her teammates, her improvement this season has been remarkable and is a 

credit to her hard work and determination.   We are also incredibly proud to have three players selected for the 

Hampshire Pathway programme - Jack White, Oscar Dibben and Darcey Palmer.                              By Kate Palmer 
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