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Dear Families 

  

As we quickly approach the merry month of May, we start 

to think about two major events in the school calendar.  

Firstly, the Year 6 children will sit their statutory tests 

during the week of 11th May and I have to say that I’m really 

impressed with how they seem to be approaching these! 

 

Secondly, it is our May Fayre – the biggest event in our “Fun 

and Fundraising” calendar.  The FOS are working extremely 

hard to bring you a great day, and the year 6 children are 

ready to provide some entertaining side stalls.  In the ring, 

there will be different groups of children throughout the 

event putting on live performances, and food and 

refreshments will be available from the BBQ and bar.  

Should they be at all interested, which they usually do 

appear to be, the event will close with the children giving 

me a severe soaking (again)!! 

 

So, to help everyone plan for a great day, and to maybe 

encourage a few more volunteers, here is all you need to 

know (for now) about the May Fayre on May 16th. 
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COMING SOON – WE WILL BE CELEBRATING DAVID ATTENBOROUGH’S 100th BIRTHDAY ON 

MAY 8th.  PLEASE LOOK OUT FOR A LETTER FROM SCHOOL EARLY NEXT WEEK! 

 

Trip Focus: Year 1 Windsor Castle 

I was delighted to be able to join Squirrel Class on their trip to Windsor Castle this week.  Despite having to walk 

quite a distance, they were brilliant throughout the day, showing good listening skills, responding to questions from 

the tour guide we had and getting excited about many of the displays in the state rooms.  Highlights of the trip were 

visiting the battlements where they learned about defences and seeing the guards.   

 

        

 

Developing playtimes games and lunchtimes on the field 

The weather has been perfect for launching lunchtimes on the field this week. The children have been 

really enjoying the full range of activities on offer which include our playground game of the week. This 

week’s game of the week was ‘Stuck in the Mud’. The games are run by teachers initially, who then 

gradually step away as the week goes on to encourage the children to begin to set up the game 

themselves. Below are some photos of the other activities on offer at lunchtimes.  
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In the corner of the field, we have established a designated digging area for the children. There has been 

lots of café role play and ‘cooking’ of delicious concoctions.  

There is plenty of space for sports and games. R&R Sports are running a different activity every day 

including dodgeball, football, cricket and athletics events. These are open to Years 4-6 (from 12:00 to 

12:30) and then Years 1-3 (from 12:30-1:00pm). In addition to this, Mrs Armstrong and the playleaders 

are offering a range of sports equipment and games in the middle of the field such as tennis, rounders, 

ribbons, hoops and pom poms. We also have a drawing and colouring box and reading mats that the 

children can sit on in the orchard to enjoy a book if they would like to. 

Reverend Webb is now kindly joining us every Tuesday to help us develop our reflection area. This week 

the children had the opportunity to decorate and write inspirational messages on pebbles and hide them 

in the trees to enhance this calm and spiritual space.  

 

Spoon/ Spade Appeal 

Do you have any unwanted spoons or small spades of any kind that our children can use in our new 

digging area? Please bring any donations to the office.  Thank you. 

 

Freeing the Froglets 

Otter Class have really enjoyed watching Mrs Holland’s four rescued tadpoles transform into froglets over 

the last couple of months. This week became very exciting as, having grown all four legs, they began to 

climb onto their log and up the side of the bucket. We knew it was time to release them so together Otter 

Class set off to the pond with Mrs Bertichinni, Mrs Holland and the froglets, which were gradually moved 

to a shallow tray so the children could observe them climbing up the sides ready to start their big 

adventures. They are now waiting with anticipation for their chicken eggs to hatch. 

   

  

Otterbourne’s Got Talent 

This week has been very busy with the rehearsals and finals of Otterbourne’s Got Talent. There have been 

all sorts of acts from different year groups ranging from raps to Rubix cubes. At the time of writing, I don’t 

have any photos so I look forward to updating you with some next week.  
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Summer Term Class Texts 

This term Year 2 are reading The Hodgeheg by Dick-King Smith. Year 3/4 are reading Wild Robot by Peter 

Brown and Year 5/6 are reading Letters from the Lighthouse by Emma Carroll.  

If you are looking for age appropriate texts to share with your children, lots of ideas can be found on this 

website: Year Group Recommended Reads – Top Children's Books by Age 

      

 

LEARNING IN ACTION PHOTOS 

             

               

Wren Class explored our Christian Value of Trust in their class worship where they learned about the Artemis II 

mission.  

        

     

Hedgehog class have been sorting shapes according to their properties.  

 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/recommended-reads/
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This week Otter Class have been immersed in retelling the story of the Gruffalo both through puppet shows, play 

and exploring the deep, dark wood.  

 

   

Sparrow Class have been designing their moving pictures using levers based on the character Varjak Paw from 

their class text.  
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A message from Reverend Patrick Webb: 

Hello, we are hosting the Parentalk by Care for the Family at St. 

Matthew's on the 12th of May at 7.30pm. 

It is completely free. The focus is on parenting styles and 

strategy, not faith. 

For more information you can see the course information here: 

https://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/courses/courses-for-

parents/parentalk-courses/ 

Any questions please do ask but we would welcome any 

Otterbourne parents to join us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Village Question Time-ish – a message from the Friends of St Matthew’s Church 

We will be hosting a Question Time event at St Matthew's Church on Saturday May 9th at 7.30pm.  This is 

based on the BBC’s "Question Time" format but will be much more light-hearted and relaxed, with wine 

and cheese being served during the evening.   

Included on the panel are Reverend Patrick Webb (our new Rector), the MP for Winchester, Danny 

Chambers, the Lady Gardener, Ruth Evans, Lucy Morris and Martin Geraghty, Headteacher at the village 

school.   

There is no charge, although there will be plate for donations if you would like to show your appreciation.  

You are cordially invited to attend and if you would like to submit a non-contentious question, please send 

it to gill.macdonald@btinternet.com  

  

https://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/courses/courses-for-parents/parentalk-courses/
https://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/courses/courses-for-parents/parentalk-courses/
mailto:gill.macdonald@btinternet.com
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