
The  Newsletter of Otterbourne Church of England Primary School. 

Dear Families 

After a few weeks of settling in, it feels good to be able to send you the first newsletter of the 
year.  This is a bit of a ‘bumper’ edition, with lots of things that we have saved up, including a 
few photos from across the school.  In between ‘Bumper Edition’ newsletters, which will 
come out every few weeks, I am also going to go back to a weekly ‘Bulletin Edition’ to help 
keep as much of the school communications in one place as we can.  

The parent feedback about the newsletter was really lovely and I am glad to hear that so 
many of you read it regularly, but I also recognise that we use other forms of communication 
and it can get a bit overwhelming.  There will always be things that the class teachers, the of-
fice team and I need to send at short notice, but we are going to make a concerted effort to 
plan things in a more coherent way, with fewer messages and more in the weekly newsletter.  
It would be good to hear from you, if you feel we have achieved this. 

In the meantime, and I’m fully aware I’m repeating a common theme of my messages, but 
please ensure the children have their wet-weather gear in school...it really isn’t very nice out 
there this week. 

Best wishes 

Mr Geraghty  

SNACK TIME 

We strive to be a healthy school, so please consider this when sending children in with their   

break-time snacks and consider options such as fruit over crisps.  Thank you. 

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FOR YEAR 6 PARENTS 

The deadline for secondary applications is October 31st! 

HARVEST DONATIONS 

This year, if you wish to donate to the Harvest collection for the local food bank, please bring your 

donations in to school from Monday 30th September, so that it can be displayed in St. Matthew’s 

Church from Friday 4th October.  Thank you for your kindness and support. 

If your children are going to be in church for the Harvest Service on Sunday 6th October and you 

would like them to be involved in the school’s poem, please let me know by emailing the office. 



DO YOU KNOW ANYONE WHO IS LOOKING FOR LUNCHTIME WORK? 

We are able to offer a role on a casual basis to support the children during lunchtimes 

each day, and with a particular need for Fridays!    

If you, or someone you know, would like more details, please contact the school office. 

CYCLING TO SCHOOL? 

  PLEASE WEAR A HELMET! 
 

We all want our children to travel to and from school in 

the safest possible way, and we also want to support 

their independence as they grow up. 

Cycling to school, even if that is with an adult close by, is 

a wonderful way to do this, but it is essential that          

children are prepared for this.  That means, using a    

bicycle that is well maintained and wearing the            

appropriate safety equipment. 

As a school, we actively encourage children to wear a 

helmet if cycling to school and I appreciate your support 

in this.  Please come and talk to me if your child is      

cycling and you need support with getting a helmet. 

NEW BIKE SHELTER 

You may have noticed Mr Hiscox busily   

working to have the new school bike shelter 

up and available as soon as possible.  As is so 

often the case, something has delayed the 

final build but we are nearly there. 

Once completed, this will mean there is      

secure bike storage beyond the locked gate 

so I hope this will encourage more, safe,    

cycling (with children wearing helmets!). 

THANK YOU TO THE MEMBERS OF FOS FOR 

THEIR HARDWORK AND ALL WHO DONATED 

THIS YEAR.  YOU ALL MADE THIS POSSIBLE. 

CAN YOU HELP US? 

Occasionally, there are some little things that we need around the school, that might be simply left, unloved, out 

in the community.  If you have any of these at home, and are happy to donate them, we are looking for: 

 2 wooden fence posts and 2m x 1m of any kind of carpet for the Year R children’s outside stage. 

 An old brown (preferably mahogany effect) A3 picture frame. 

 Hay or straw to stuff a school scarecrow. 

 We are also collecting old school shoes and PE trainers in school. 

Rather than risk being inundated with items, please do contact the school office first, if you can help.  Thank you. 

ROUTINES IN SCHOOL? 

BUMP HEAD TEXT: Accidents happen, but when an accident includes (or is suspected to include) a 

bump to the head, we will send a text message home to inform you about it.  We will have applied the 

appropriate first aid and told the class teachers to keep a watchful eye, but the accident wouldn’t have 

been enough to cause undue concern, so if you get a message please don’t worry.   

We will always call home immediately, should anything more serious occur, and where there is a health 

and safety concern, we always complete an accident form and ensure we learn from such events. 



THE PUPIL PARLIAMENT 
PROMOTING ‘PUPIL VOICE’ WITHIN THE SCHOOL 

For many years, the School Council has been the main way for children to get actively involved in the school and all that it offers.  To 

add to this, over the last few years, we have introduced new groups for children to join such as Eco-Council and Sports Council 

amongst others.  These give children the opportunity to use their passion, or leadership qualities, in a way that is directed into   

something purposeful, and helping to deliver my aspiration for children to have the opportunity to hold a responsibility if that is 

something they hope to do. 

Last year, we introduced to the children “The Pupil Parliament” and this year, we have seen the successful launch of the 8 councils 

that form that parliament.  Each council is lead by a House Captain and a Representative supported by a school adult and a number 

of Members from across Key Stage 2.  In all, there are over 100 roles being filled by children this year, and their influence will be felt 

by all children in all key stages throughout the year. 

Each half-term, the House Captains and Representatives will come together with me and Mrs Simpson (who is my Personal           

Development Leader) at a Pupil Parliament meeting where we will discuss what we are all doing and what else might be possible to 

make the school a richer experience for all children. 

I am very excited about what this will achieve and I know that the children are excited about being involved.  I would be very         

interested to hear from you if you have any ideas or can offer an experience or insight related to the councils, which are: 

Eco-Council, Sports Council, Community Council, Learning Council, Worship Council,  

Children’s Council, Wellbeing Council, Diversity Council 

FUNDRAISING OUT OF SCHOOL 

This really is wonderful…over the summer, Scarlett 

(supported by her brother Alexander) gave up her 

time to bake as many cookies as she could, which 

they then took to sell at the Winchester car boot 

sale to raise money for the school. She set up her 

stall, chatted to people about what she was doing 

(and about the school), even loading some up into 

a crate and walking around, approaching people 

to buy from her. As a 

result she raised £144 

which has been used to 

support her class with a 

new Samsung tablet.  

Both children worked 

incredibly hard and we 

are all very proud of 

them for dedicating their 

time and effort to       

supporting the school in this way. 

 

 

We are also very proud of Alfie and George who 

made muffins and cookies that they sold to   

neighbours and friends, raising £60 for Wateraid 

and Eastleigh Basics Bank.  Well done both of you! 



Friends of Otterbourne School (FOS) 

The first annual meeting of the FOS, our incredibly supportive team of parents, was held at The White Horse last week.  

Thank you to everyone who gave up their time for this and for the fun and fundraising ideas.  There is plenty to look forward 

and lots more information to come out across the year. 

In the meantime, if you would like to be more involved, please speak to one of the FOS team, or contact the school office if 

you would like us to connect you.  And to get things started... 

IN NEED OF A NEW HOME… 

We have been kindly provided with an Avigo Breeze bike.   

If you would like to come in and take a look, please do.  

Although it looks to be in very good condition, we aren’t 

mechanics, and are not able to guarantee the quality and 

can not accept and liability for the condition of the bike. 

DETAILS FOR PURCHASING TICKETS WILL BE OUT 

ON THE FOS WHATSAPP GROUPS VERY SOON. 





AROUND THE 

SCHOOL 

It’s all about the circus in Year 3/4 



AROUND THE 

SCHOOL 

CREATING CAVE ART IN ROBIN CLASS 

MAKING NATURE CROSSES IN RED KITE CLASS 
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