
The  Newsletter of Otterbourne Church of England Primary School. 

Dear Families 

I am aware that there was a bit of a glitch with Hotmail recently that caused a delay in the newsletter getting to 

you.  I hope it didn’t affect things too much.  I am still trying to make the newsletter regular but, as you can         

imagine, the school timetable can change in an instant.  Please do get in touch if there is anything you need more 

information about though as it would be a shame to miss something. 

This afternoon, we have the first of two Year R Open Events (the second being Thursday morning), which is the 

chance for new parents to bring their children in to spend a little time with the Year R team.  If you aren’t aware of 

these, and have a child starting with us in September 2025, you are more than welcome to come along - more  

details are on our website (“Thinking of us for September 2025”). 

Christmas is nearly upon us and we are excited to see the return of the Christmas Fair, ‘OtterFest’.  Lots of details 

for this have been circulated on FOS WhatsApp groups already - if you don’t subscribe to these yet, it really is a 

great way to stay up to date.  If you don’t know who your Year Group Representative is, please let me know. 

Best wishes for a good week. 

Mr Geraghty  

The voluntary one-way system 

With the additional traffic that the change in weather brings each year, it seems a good 

time to mention this again, although it is purely a suggestion to help with the drop-off/pick-

up and nothing official.  The suggested route is for parents to enter Cranbourne Drive 

where it meets Main Road at the end closest to school/White Horse, and exit at the further 

end (via Coles Mede).  Taking this route will ease congestion outside the main car park. 

If you are looking for a tutor to work with your child(ren), you might find this guidance from the 

NSPCC of some use: 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/away-from-home/find-tutor-child/ 

 

NOT FOR SCHOOL PLEASE! 

Trading cards have made a comeback but sadly they only lead to problems within school, so 

please do not let children bring them in.  Toys should also be left at home unless there is an  

agreement with the SENCo or class teacher.   We are also aware that some older children are vis-

iting NISA on the way to school and buying sweets, which are then being given out to younger 

children at school.  Please speak to your children about this as we don’t allow sweets at school. 



Thank you for all of the generous donations so far. 

Last year, this evented focussed on exchanging Christmas jumpers but it’s bigger this year.  

There is still time to find a new home for those pre-loved winter clothes - just bring them to 

the school gate where our council children will collect them.  Thank you. 

On the day, in that same spirit of re-use, we are asking families to bring there own cup if 

they are going to be purchasing hot chocolate too.   



 

We are so excited to announce Otterfest!  Our Christmas Fair will take place on the 

13th December from 4-6pm. Expect fantastic stalls run by our Year 6 students,      

festive refreshments, Elfridges and Santa's Grotto! This year we will also have a free 

Chris Cringle's Crafts area and some delicious food for everyone to enjoy.  

 

You won't want to miss it! 



 

"The Otterfest Grotto is open for bookings, but there are only a few tickets left! 

 

Settle in for a festive story session with Santa and his team of merry elves. We hope you 

have been good this year because Santa will have a special gift for you.  

 

For tickets, please visit:  https://www.pta-events.co.uk/friendsotterbourne/index.cfm?

event=event&eventId=89373 

On the 9th December, in exchange for a 
Christmas dress down day, please bring in a 
bottle donation for Blitzen's Bottle Tombola 
at Otterfest!  Please ensure bottles are new 
and in date - thank you!  

bakery 

Bake or donate your festive treats for the        
Otterfest Bakery. Baked goodies can be 

brought into school during the day (on the 
13th). Please ensure you label any contain-

ers you wish to keep  

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/friendsotterbourne/index.cfm?event=event&eventId=89373
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/friendsotterbourne/index.cfm?event=event&eventId=89373





