
The  Newsletter of Otterbourne Church of England Primary School. 

Dear Families 

At the time of writing this, we are just about to start moving 
things around to make the school ready for the first ‘OtterFest’.  It’s not our first Christmas 
event, but it’s been a while since the last one and we are really excited to bring some more 
Christmas joy to the school. 

It’s been a lovely week of festive entertainment, much of which you can read about within the 
newsletter.  If you are joining us later, I hope you have a great evening, and please do let me 
know if you have any feedback. 

This is most likely to be the final newsletter of the term, so I would like to take the opportunity 
to say Thank You to everyone who has been in to school to support our children or has      
attended one of our events or worships. 

Even though there is still another school week to go, I send the very best wishes for a     
wonderful Christmas. 

Mr Geraghty  

Out and About with our Community Council 

This week, some of the older children in our Community Council, which is one of the eight councils in our Pupil 

Parliament, took part in a ’decoration swap’ with younger children and older residents in the village. 

Across the school, children made a variety of decorations, which the council took to Bright Horizons, James’s Place 

Adult Daycare and BrendonCare Otterbourne Hill, to exchange for decorations made by other members of the 

community.   

It was a valuable experience for our council members who said that they didn’t 

know about the different places around them.  We have created a display of some 

of the various decorations we came back to school with, in our school reception for 

you to enjoy.  My thanks to Mrs Simpson for organising such a heart-warming                                

 experience for the children. 

 



‘Play’ in school  

I want to make you aware that despite the constant message to children that play should be ‘hands-free’ in 

school, we still see a lot of overly energetic behaviours.  This week, such ‘play’ has resulted in a child’s coat being 

torn, which is clearly something that we don’t want to see.  We will continue to repeat the message and act       

accordingly where children are not listening and thank you in advance for your understanding and support. 

Birthday Books 

We hope that you have enjoyed seeing the return of ‘Birthday Books’ at the school.  Thank you to those of you 
who have participated - if you haven’t yet seen the information about this, please take a look at our website or 
more information:  https://www.otterbourneprimaryschool.com/birthday-books/ 

 

THE FINAL WEEK OF TERM... 

There is a lot still to come before the Christmas break, so I just wanted to shine a spotlight on the activities 

planned for the final week. 

Please ensure you have ordered Christmas lunch for the 19th, if you aren’t sending in a packed lunch on 

that day. Thank you. 

 

Monday 16th - Christmas Disco - Year R/Key Stage 1 (4.45pm - 5.45pm), Key Stage 2 (6pm - 7pm) - it 

would be lovely to see children in Christmas outfits.  

Thursday 19th (9:15am) - Our termly award ceremony at St. Matthew’s Church.  Parents of children      

receiving awards have been contacted about attending. 

Thursday 19th - Christmas dinner day. Children are able to wear their Christmas jumpers on this day. 

Thursday 19th - Pantomime in the village hall. 

Friday 20th - Candlelit Carols at St. Matthew’s Church (2:30pm) - During this festive event we will share 

carols by candlelight and messages of Christmas.  Parents are welcome (with a battery powered candle if 

you wish!) 

Friday 20th - End of Autumn Term with a couple of Christmas songs to end the term 

Farewell Mr Gasson 

At the end of this term, Mr Gasson will head off to pastures new as he takes on a slightly different 
teaching role within one of the area’s specialist provision schools.  We wish him the very best for 

the next stage of his career. 

https://www.otterbourneprimaryschool.com/birthday-books/









