
The  Newsletter of Otterbourne Church of England Primary School. 

Dear Families 

It’s been a while since the last whole school newsletter.  I hope that you all received the indi-
vidual year group newsletters last week.  Hopefully you are as excited as we are about what 
the children are learning about - and the experiences they are getting - this term. 

As always, if you are interested in visiting the school to share any of your own experiences, 
in order to add to this learning, your support is always appreciated.  This term we are wel-
coming a few parents in to talk about various topics, from religious celebration to neuro-
diversity and we are incredibly grateful for the time they are giving to the school. 

Unlike last term, the Spring is much shorter and it’s hard to believe that it is already just two 
weeks to the half-term break.  Shorter doesn’t always mean easier though, especially with 
illness and the cold weather; if there is anything you need to talk to me about, please do get 
in touch. 

Mr Geraghty 

YOUNG VOICES CHOIR 

Last week, with the help of two wonderful parents, we travelled to London’s O2 with 

47 children to take part in the annual Young Voices Children’s Choir.  It was a tremen-

dous day, full of excitement and enthusiasm, fabulous singing and some very tired 

children (and adults) by the end. 

Many of the children’s parents were able to attend and watch the performance and 

from the positive feedback we have had, it seems that a great time was had by all.  

My thanks to Mrs Palmer and Mrs Snook for their support on the trip, and to all in-

volved in organising and attending this year’s event: Miss Squibb, Miss Whitbread and 

the incredibly tuneful Mrs Whitwham. 

ACTING UP 

Now that choir has wrapped up for a while, it is time for the drama club to get in to 

full swing.  Mrs Simpson and Mr O’Dowd are once again directing a huge cast of chil-

dren, as they work towards two performances at Thornden Hall later in the year.  This 

year’s show is Ali Baba and the Bongo Bandits, and I’m already hearing the children 

singing some of the songs around the school. 



THE DIANA PROJECT - ANTI-BULLYING 

Last week, six of our children from KeyStage 2 visited The Hamble School to participate in Anti-

Bullying Ambassador training, along with a number of schools across the district.  I have to com-

mend the children for the exemplary manner in which they represented the school, especially 

considering the nature of some of the content. 

The children have already begun putting together a worship to share some of what they learned 

with the rest of the school, before we then make a detailed plan to ensure that we continue to be 

able to support the wellbeing of all of the children here at the school. 

MRS SMITH 

I have already written to the Squirrel Class parents about this, but just so you are all aware, Mrs 
Smith is going to be away from school for the next six weeks or so.  This is for an operation and a 

period of recovery.  I am sure you would want to join me in sending her the best wishes so she can 
return to the squirrels as soon as possible. 

PARENTS CONSULTATION EVENINGS 

You will have recognised that the parent consultation evenings are a little earlier this year.  When 

reviewing the school management plan from last year, we felt that it makes more sense to have a 

little longer to work together on any of the learning ‘gaps’ that children might have so that we can 

help them achieve the best possible outcomes by the end of the year.  Following the positive feed-

back from last year, and recent comments at the gate, I will be asking teachers to once again use a 

timer to keep sessions to 10-minutes.  This helps with keeping to the schedule and avoids you 

waiting around for a long time when sessions overrun.  We will always arrange a follow-up 

meeting where this is necessary in order to focus on supporting the children.   



AROUND THE SCHOOL             

(or OUT AND ABOUT) 

 Today we were joined in school by the incredibly 

talented and inspiring Caitlin.  As part of the Year 

5/6 English unit ’I am not a label’, Caitlin, who 

left Otterbourne 9 years ago, came to talk to the 

children about her incredible success as part of 

the British Down Syndrome Swimming Team. 

The children were mesmerised as they recog-

nised what can be achieved when we show true 

determination.  THANK YOU CAITLIN! 

“BAMBOO TAMBOO”  

We are really pleased to have Hampshire 

Music back in school leading the Year 2 

children in ‘Listen 2 Me’ this year. 

For the spring term, the children are using 

these tubes which seem to have many 

different names, but officially they are 

‘Bamboo Tamboo’ (yes...they are actually 

plastic).  The children are working together 

to create rhythms and learning about mak-

ing sounds by striking an instrument. 

Here is a fabulous team photograph from the 

recent Year 3 basketball tournament. 

We want as many of our children as possible t 

to have the opportunity to represent the 

school in some way, and by the looks on their 

faces, the children really enjoyed making the 

most of being at this particular event. 



During science In Year 5/6 this term, the 

children have been collaborating to create a 

model of the human body.  Here are a few 

examples: 

Year 1 had a big day out at Windsor Castle earlier this month.  

We are grateful for all of the helpers who came along to ensure 

the children had a fabulous day of history, which included a tour 

of the staterooms and grounds, and a thoroughly engaging 

workshop all about the monarchy. 



FRIENDS OF OTTERBOURNE SCHOOL  (FOS)   

UPDATE 

The wonderful parents and staff who make up the FOS are now working really 

hard on the diary of events for this year.  We are all, once again, of course very 

excited about the big event of the year: our May Fayre, which will include lots 

of entertainment, opportunities for our old children to learn more about 

‘enterprise’ and the usual end-of-fayre water fight!  If you would like to get in-

volved in supporting the May Fayre, please let us know.  We are especially keen 

to find someone with a food hygiene certificate who would be happy to run 

the BBQ  

Before then, you will have seen already that we are holding a Valentine’s bake 

sale and further details will be coming out very soon about the Quiz Night, 

which is a great opportunity to meet other parents of the school (without the 

children), enjoy some ’refreshments’ and maybe even try to win! 

 

FOS AGM—14th March 2025 

Please save the date for this if you would to join us to learn more about how 

the funds raised are used within the school, or to be more involved.  

Accounts for the year 2023/2024 are currently being audited ahead of the 

AGM.  The FOS had a very successful year and expect to make a considerable 

donation to the school -  we will confirm details of the donation at the meeting. 

To date, in this year, £6,500 has been raised which includes a large donation 

from B&Q (thank you parents who work at B&Q) and puts us half-way towards 

our main aim of buying an iPad trolley (with iPads) for the school. 

 

PARENT VOICE 

We’d like to get feedback on our Christmas activities and will send out a survey 

shortly - please do take the time to reply.  Thank you! 



FRIENDS OF OTTERBOURNE SCHOOL  (FOS)   

UPDATE 

NEW CHAIR 

 

The Friends of Otterbourne School (FOS) are looking for a new Chair, as Kate 
has decided to step down at the AGM in March.  The chair’s primary responsi-
bilities are: 
 
 manage the committee meetings (which are held each half term) 
 lead the trustees 
 liaise with school on our activities and requirements from school 
 promote good governance 
 ensure the charity meets the requirements for filing returns on the charity 

commission website 
 oversee the events organised by the PTA 
 
If you would like to learn more about this role, or would like to put your name 
forward please get in touch. 
 
 

DONATIONS TO THE SCHOOL 
 
Due to the incredible work of the FOS and the generous support and donations 
from the community of parents, families and local businesses, the school has, 
amongst many other things, benefitted from the following: 
 

* Interactive whiteboards across the school * Engaging playground markings 
* New flower beds * Woodland seating * IT equipment * New fencing * Phonics 

resources * Visualiser in each classroom * Playground equipment * Science 
equipment * Music resources * Sports equipment * 

 





FRIENDS OF OTTERBOURNE SCHOOL  (FOS)   

UPDATE 
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT! 

 

Here are some of the       

important items from      

previous newsletters.  






