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We are nearly at the end of the Spring Term, which means IT’S NEARLY EASTER... 

...and it also means the question in every child’s mind is, “When can we go on the field?” It hap-
pens every year, and I’ve already been asked a few times this week, so it must nearly be time. 

We will have lunchtimes on the field as soon as possible, because it is the unofficial start of sum-
mer in many ways, and I do love watching the children enjoy the extra space - and the occasion-
al skipping challenge (although I’ve never mastered the hoop!). 

The reason for bringing this up at the start of the newsletter is that the question that always fol-
lows is, “Can we do handstands?”  I personally believe that handstands (and cartwheels) are re-
ally important to children’s physical development, so we do allow children to do these on the 
field, but we limit it to a particular area and ensure there is adult supervision.  If you don’t want 
your child to be doing this at school, please speak to them directly about it.  If anyone thinks they 
have the skills to teach a 50(ish) head teacher how to finally nail a handstand, I’d love to hear 
from you !!!!!!! 

Best wishes, Mr Geraghty 

EASTER SERVICE WITH THE WORSHIP COUNCIL 

Hopefully, you are aware of our Pupil Parliament and the councils that sit within it.  The Pupil    
Parliament has been created to give children a voice in the school and it is a key aspect of the    
approach to personal development which was recently described by Ofsted as ’exceptional’.   

The Worship Council, one of 8 different councils in the school, helps to promote the Christian 
ethos of the school, and to give the children of the council a focus activity, we are pleased to an-
nounce that our Easter Service has been created by the children, with the help of Mrs Welch, and 
the children will be leading the service in St. Matthew’s Church at 2:30pm on Friday 4th April. 

I hope you can join us. 

If you would like to read more about our approach to personal development, please visit the school website. 



OTTERBOURNE’S GOT TALENT... 

...and what a wealth of talent it is!  

  The showcase event of the year saw children 
from across the school demonstrating their skills 
with enthusiasm, positivity and just a little bit of 
‘roasting’.  Everyone who auditioned should be   

immensely proud of themselves for putting them-
selves forward.   

WE ARE VERY PROUD OF THEM! 

WHAT A SHOW!! 

ARE YOU ABLE TO HELP? 

Sadly, our incredible outside  classroom, ‘The 
OWL’ has suffered from the effects of weather 
and time, and the decking area by the mead-

ow is in need of some  attention.  It’s a cheeky 
ask but I wondered if there are any parents in 
the community who would be  interested in 
helping with it - either to rebuild a deck or 
help create a gravel path .  If you think, you 
can help with this, please call or drop in to 

take a look.   

This year, the Drama Club includes around 80 children from 

across Key Stage 2.  Rehearsals are well underway and the 

standard of the individual performances is incredibly impres-

sive already...as is the choir!  You can now buy tickets for  

either (or both) performances to enjoy an evening of enter-

tainment in Old Baghdad. 

https://thorndenhall.ticketsolve.com/

shows/873670809/events 

The unofficial one-way system 

This topic also comes up periodically, especially when traffic builds on bad weather days.  There 
isn’t a great deal school can do, and please believe me I have asked the appropriate people, but in 
the past there has been parent support for an unofficial one-way system that has helped to ease 
the traffic pressures around Cranbourne Drive.  The direction of the one-way system is clockwise 
with traffic entering Cranbourne Drive from Main Road near to the school/by the car park, and 
then travelling around Cranbourne Drive to exit at the mini-roundabout via Coles Mede.   If you 
can help the traffic situation by following this system, that would be a great help.   

TOYS IN SCHOOL 

This is another one of those things that comes up from time to time as we notice a change across 

the school and, by coincidence, I was asked by a parent recently to talk directly to their child 

about it at the start of the day.  I hope you understand that we can’t have toys from home being 

brought in to school because they could easily get lost or broken and this isn’t something school 

can be held responsible for.  An exception to this will always be ’fidget’ toys that are needed for 

concentration and regulation, but these will be provided by school.  Please keep toys at home.   

https://thorndenhall.ticketsolve.com/shows/873670809/events
https://thorndenhall.ticketsolve.com/shows/873670809/events
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT! 

 

Here are some of the       

important items from      

previous newsletters.  












