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Dear Families 

Just when you think it’s safe to plan a full school week, we are looking forward to another long 
weekend!  When we come back on Tuesday, our Year 4 children will head off to Stubbington for 
their first residential.  We all hope they have the experience of a lifetime.  My thanks to all of the 
staff who put in lots of extra time to arrange the residential and for spending time away from  
home to ensure the children stay safe and have a great time. 

Following Stubbington, there will be a change in Sparrow Class with Mr Smith stepping in as 
class teacher.  Mrs Whitwham will be away from school for the rest of the term for health         
reasons.  For anyone who knows Mrs Whitwham, you can imagine how different the school will 
be in her absence.  We all wish her the very best and we are already looking forward to seeing 
her back at school in September. 

Now we are in May, we are on the final countdown to the May Fayre, which we hope will once 
again be the highlight of the school calendar.  Thank you to everyone who has volunteered to 
help - we genuinely could not do it without you.  We do still have a few gaps in the plan for the 
day, so if you think you could help, please contact school or a member of our FOS. 

Best wishes 

Mr Geraghty 

HOT OFF THE PRESS 

I have just been handed two small slips of paper with the names of this year’s May King and May 
Queen.  I am overjoyed to be able to share with you that this year, our ‘royal family’ are both from 
Hedgehog Class (Year 2). 

Well done to Astrid and Edward!  I am really looking forward to you opening the May Fayre and 
helping to judge the cake competition.  It all happens on May 17th. 

FESTIVAL PRIZE! 

Here’s your chance to win an amazing family weekend ticket to 
Camp Bestival Dorset 2025! 

Taking place at Lulworth Castle between July 31st and 3rd Au-
gust, you’ll get to enjoy an incredible festival weekend with a 
family   ticket for 2 adults and up to 4 children.   

Enter our raffle for your chance to win this amazing prize. 
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/

friendsotterbourne/index.cfm 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/friendsotterbourne/index.cfm?event=event&eventId=89373


THE HOLT GARDEN 

If you haven’t yet had a chance to see what our Holt children are creating, along with the adults, 
please try and take a look next time you are in school! It’s inside the main double gate but as far 
as any details are concerned, I’ll leave it to you to see this amazing work in progress (and there 

will be a photo in the newsletter once everything is completed).  

This year, the Drama Club includes around 80 children from 

across Key Stage 2.  Rehearsals are well underway and the 

standard of the individual performances is incredibly impres-

sive already...as is the choir!  You can now buy tickets for  

either (or both) performances to enjoy an evening of enter-

tainment in Old Baghdad. 

https://thorndenhall.ticketsolve.com/

shows/873670809/events 

Climbing after school. 

During the week, a child was observed climbing over the green fence to get to parents at pick-up 
time.  There are clearly dangers associated with this, so please ensure your children leave school 
through the main green gate.  Thank you. 

In the hot weather 

I have been asked this week about children being able to bring personal fans in to school.  Sadly, 
the nature of schools means that there is always a chance that things brought in from home can 
get broken.  For this reason, I ask that children don’t bring fans in to school, unless there is a medi-
cal reason to have one, which should be discussed with the office.  We will have electric fans in 
classrooms to help with temperature control and will also ensure children spend time in the shade 
during break and lunch time if necessary.   Also, unless they are needed for medical reasons (or 
are part of a prescription pair), children shouldn’t wear sunglasses at school.  A long-peaked cap is 
perfect on sunny days though.  Thank you. 

https://thorndenhall.ticketsolve.com/shows/873670809/events
https://thorndenhall.ticketsolve.com/shows/873670809/events
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT! 

 

Here are some of the       

important items from      

previous newsletters.  



Here is a little more information about those red envelopes that came home this week, containing important de-
tails about a special event we’ll be participating in over the next five weeks.   Each child will be learning a dance 
routine, and we invite you to join us on Friday, 23rd May for the final performance, where the children will 
showcase their collaborative efforts. More details will be shared as the event approaches. 
 
Throughout the coming weeks, the children will practice the routine during class or as part of their PE warm-ups, 
gradually building up to the final performance. If your child would like to practice at home, they can follow along 
with the instructional video using this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RBXXhuc_CwA. 

The performance only video can be found here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RbSO88QLzs0 
 
As part of this event, we’re aiming to raise funds for a great cause. The children can be sponsored for their partic-
ipation either on paper or online and details of how to do this are included in the red envelope.  
60% of the funds raised will benefit the Diabetes Research and Wellness Foundation, while the remain-
ing 40% will support our school. Every contribution counts and will make a difference!  
 
Thank you for your support, and we look forward to seeing you at the performance! 
Warm regards, 
Zoe Simpson 
Personal Development Co-Ordinator 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RBXXhuc_CwA













