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Dear Families 

There hasn’t been a newsletter for a couple of weeks but now it’s back in your inbox - although it’s on a Wednesday this week - 

and there can’t be a better place to start than with a reflection on the Drama Club’s performance of Ali Baba and the Bongo 

Bandits at Thornden Hall last week.  It really was an incredible show, with the children not only in great voice but also working 

together brilliantly to deliver two evenings of pure theatre.  I am very proud of them all for the effort they put in to the 

rehearsals, and for making their characters truly believable.  It really was a ‘proud headteacher’ moment. 

My thanks to Mrs Simpson and Mr O’Dowd for their amazing directorial talents, to Mrs Tear for all the time and energy she gave 

to the eye-catching costumes, and to the many, many parents, staff and ex-pupils who helped with hair, makeup and as stage 

hands.  Our thanks must also go to the team at Thornden Hall for helping us put on the show, which we know will be a lasting 

memory for everyone involved. 

We will soon be making photos and short videos available on the school website so you can relive some of the highlights. 

 

Sports Day – 4th July 

I hope you were able to see the recent letter about our annual sports day.  If not, it’s at the end of this newsletter.  The morning 

is a carousel for all children and then at 12:00 families are invited to join us for a picnic followed by the races the races, and then 

there is the option of staying for the after-party which is being arranged by our amazing FOS.  When visiting the school for Sports 

Day, can we please ask, on behalf of The White Horse, that you don’t use their car park as this reduces the spaces they have for 

their customers. 

 

A Sports Day Plea! 

We would always prefer to have all the children out together supporting each other for sports day but this can present a bit of 

challenge in the heat.  To help with this, we would like to have all children in the shade.  If you have a gazebo at home that you 

would be happy to lend the school for Sports Day, we would be extremely grateful.  Please contact the school office or drop 

them in to school before the day – THANK YOU for your support. 

 

Lockers and Locks 

There is a rising trend in children bringing in decorative locks for their lockers.  These aren’t necessary in primary school as the 

lockers are near to classrooms.  We recently had to get involved in helping when a key to one such lock had been lost.  We will 

be asking children who have locks, to take them home. 

 

Cycling to School 

It really is lovely to see the bike shed full each day as the children build their confidence cycling to school.  There have however, 

been a few comments on the gate about how children are riding on pavements without paying attention to pedestrians, and also 

of a group of older children cycling around the roads without noticing approaching cars.  The last thing anybody would want is 

for one of our children to have an accident, so please do have a road safety conversation at home if your child cycles in.  Children 

are also being reminded each day that they should mount and dismount their bikes at the main double green gate, rather than 

riding in to where children and families are gathered. 
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House Captain Elections 

Next week, we will be asking the children to vote for next year’s House Captains.  The first part of the process is for children in 

Year 5 to write to me in order to be included in a shortlist.  I have to say that the standard of letters was incredible this year as 

was the volume I received.   For the children who don’t become House Captains, we have a lot of other roles available to them as 

part of our Pupil Parliament so that all children who strive to have a responsibility in the school, gain that experience. 

 

Carpentry Work in The School 

We have a small project that we are hoping to complete in order to develop different areas across the school to support the 

needs of children, staff and parents.  I look forward to sharing more details with you in the new school year but in the meantime 

we are looking for a contractor who can install pocket doors and a stud wall.  If you are interested, or know somebody who 

would be, please let us know so we can make arrangements to get quotations for the work. 

  

Transition Morning – 1st July 

Next week, the children will visit their new classrooms and meet the teacher they will be with in September.  During the 

morning, they will complete some transition and collaboration activities as well as games and tasks that help with getting to 

know each other better.  This can be a tricky time for some children and we would always want to know if they come home with 

any concerns so that we can be better prepared to help them resettle in their new class after the summer break. 

 

Pencil Cases and Rucksacks 

It’s a bit early for this really but the more I look around the school, the more it becomes something to share.  We have a lot of 

big bags and big pencil cases in school, and although they look lovely, they aren’t really necessary.  Please bear this in mind if you 

are buying new items over the summer break.  Thank you. 

 

Lost Property 

Once again, we have a very big collection of unclaimed items.  We will do everything we can to have these out for you to look 

through before the end of the year, but we can’t hold on to it for long and will donate anything uncollected to a local charity. 

 

Care for Our School Environment – CAN YOU HELP? 

One of the improvement priorities for the school next year is to ensure that we are maximising the use of the wonderful outdoor 

spaces that we have, including the pond, woodland and meadow.  Recently, our older children enjoyed some outdoor learning in 

these spaces, but at the end of the lesson, they asked their teacher if they could do something to try and get help to make the 

spaces clearer, safer and more inviting.  The following few pages are the ‘Meadow Newsletter’ that the children created by way 

of an appeal for support from the community. 

They are asking for anyone who would be happy to spare some time to become ‘Meadow Maintainers’. 

If you think you could help us with this, please email me at headteacher@otterbourne.hants.sch.uk and we will arrange a few 

different dates for working parties to come together – your support with this would be greatly appreciated. 

 

Best wishes 

Mr Geraghty 

 

mailto:headteacher@otterbourne.hants.sch.uk
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Meadow Newsletter 
By Year 5/6 children 

Welcome to our meadow newsletter.   The aim of our newsletter is to:  

1) Address your attention to the beauty of our school meadow - the home of many beautiful plants and creatures 

2) Appeal for your help due to a few issues that need fixing (we can only accomplish this with your help). 

 

Learning opportunities 

In our fascinating meadow (which we are extremely lucky to have) there are many interesting learning opportunities 

and this is an amazing environment to support many subjects allowing children to thrive in their learning.  

• English - for examples of descriptive writing on foliage 

• Science - to learn about data and information which the children keep track of over the seasons: this is called 

a longitudinal study.  

• Art - to see the beauty of nature and let creativity flow on the children’s pages.  

             

Our Y5/6 children carry out Wild Worship in the meadow to our younger children too. 

As a school we think it is extremely important to learn outside and give our students the best learning opportunities 

so they can have the best possible experience at Otterbourne. 

 

What is flourishing in our meadow? 

Our magnificent meadow is blessed to have lots of flora and fauna which you may not find in your usual walk in 

the field. In addition to this, the meadow is lucky to have a wonderful pond and majestic wildlife. 

When we were exploring the meadow, we found lots of minibeasts like: 

• Butterflies 

• Ladybirds 

• Grasshoppers  

• Crickets 

• Bees  
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Lots of the minibeasts that embrace the beauty of our meadow have to go through a process known as metamorphosis. 

This is a time where minibeasts change bodies. For instance, caterpillars maturing into butterflies and tadpoles 

evolving into frogs. 

     

We love minibeast hunting but we also think about where all the creatures live and how to protect them. When we lift 

up logs, we make sure that we put them back because that is their home.  

 

Furthermore, our fantastic meadow is home to numerous spotted-orchid plants. 

These plants are incredibly rare which is why it is so important that we let the grass 

grow wild and long: that’s a plant worth saving. 

 

 

Pond Life: 

In our pond, we have species that thrive like dragonfly larva and tadpoles ready to develop into their adult forms. In 

addition to this, there are an abundance of newts and greater and lesser water boatman. 

When we went pond dipping, we made a shocking but amazing discovery. In one dip of a net, the number of tadpoles 

and dragonfly nymphs in one tray was over ten which is good because that shows that our pond is clean and a good 

habitat for them and other pond life. 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

Please Help - We need meadow maintainers!  

 

 

 

This is creature might look ugly but it is a dragonfly nymph that 

will turn into an awe-inspiring dragonfly and it lives in our 

incredible pond. Did you know, that 90% of dragonfly nymphs die a 

year due to predation? Yet in our pond they thrive. 

 

 

 

 

 

Newts and froglets 

 

 

 

 

 

One dip of a net! 
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Although our pond is thriving, it is also in danger. There has not been enough rain: 

the dry weather means the water levels are very low and the water is slowly running 

out. Also, plants and trees are starting to over populate the water, causing less space 

for our beloved creatures of the depths. Our pond has never dried out before. We must 

act now and save our precious pond before it has come to an end.    

            Our pond needs urgent care! 

As well as this, some parts of the meadow are now so overgrown that we can’t access 

them. Sadly, our path that leads to the woodland is no longer accessible. Brambles 

and nettles are taking over and a risk to little ones who want to explore and discover. 

We need your help: parents, family and friends our school needs you to be our 

superheroes! Why don’t you volunteer to keep our school’s wildlife happy and healthy? 

    Our overgrown path  

Can you join us to continue to make our meadow and pond thrive? 

So, we ask you today if you will you join us in our mission to truly make our meadow thrive again and kindly put 

yourselves forth as meadow maintainers and generous volunteers to save our meadow and the beautiful creatures in 

it.  

---000--- 

A Reminder About The Science Fayre 
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