
The  Newsletter of Otterbourne Church of England Primary School. 

Dear Families 

It’s been a fantastic half-term in school, but based on many of the comments on 
the morning gate, it’s clearly time for a break.  I’m not sure why but there is a 
general feeling, in our school and in others, that this has felt like the longest of 
half-terms.  I hope that, whatever you have planned, the children get a chance to 
recharge their batteries ready for the second half...and the very exciting run up to 
Christmas. 

In this newsletter (and emailed out already) is a poster for something new; the 
Christmas Jumper Swap Shop - we think that this fits perfectly in to our message 
of sustainability, and we are all too aware of the cost of living challenges that 
families face.  If it’s successful then it could become another regular event in the 
school calendar...and there are more details to come out soon! 

Clearly the weather has taken a dramatic turn recently, so please help the chil-
dren be ready for the colder weather.  We love to have them enjoy the outdoors 
as much as possible, and wouldn’t want children to miss out because they don’t 
have a coat with them. 

Kind regards 

Mr Geraghty 

 

Important Safeguarding Notice  
We have been informed of a Nationwide Whatsapp group called 'Add as many people as you 

can'. This contains inappropriate content and images. Although we don't believe any of our pupils 

are members of this group, please could we ask you check your child's phone/tablet just to be 

sure.   

 

Anxiety Workshop 
Thank you to everyone who attended the recent morning session with the Primary 

Behaviour Service - we hope that you found it useful.  If you were unable to attend, 

but have concerns about changes in behaviour, do come and talk to us. 



Parent coffee morning at the Church Room. 

Monday 20th November, from 9am.  
 

Please come and join us for friendly conversation, the             

opportunity to meet other parents at the school and to               

enjoy a cuppa and cake. 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO CREATED THEIR MASTERPIECE FOR THE ART EXHIBITION. 

It really was an outstanding collection of work; the children should be incredi-

bly proud of themselves.  Much of the work is now displayed across the school 

for everyone to enjoy for some time to come. 

SEE IT, SAY IT, SORTED - SPEAKING OUT AT SCHOOL 
 

This is the message I heard over and again on a train to London recently, and it feels             

appropriate for school too.  As our children grow and develop, they face challenges in and 

around school, and undoubtedly outside of school too, and we want to do everything we can 

to support them at these times.  Sadly, a recurring theme is that many of our children,             

especially in the upper years, are not sharing their concerns and it is hard to fix something we 

don’t know about.  We need to break down the barriers that prevent them from speaking out 

- and we can only do this with your help. 

We often remind the children about who they can come and talk to about any issues they 

face whilst at school, and there is a ‘Help’ box available at all times if children want to         

discretely let us know about something they need to discuss. 

Could you please talk to your children at home about this to encourage them to speak to any 

of the adults on duty at break or lunch if they are upset or concerned about anything that   

occurs in those times; also, they can always speak directly to a class teacher, and of course, 

they can come to any member of the leadership team at any time too (myself, Miss Reid, 

Miss Whitbread or Mrs Davenport). 

Our message to the children is that they are not yet old enough or experienced enough to 

cope with all friendship challenges themselves and that we are here to help with that as 

much as their classroom learning.  Please help by talking to your children, reinforcing that 

message, and maybe feeding back if you feel there is more that we can do. 



 



https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/the-big-ambition/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery 

 

IMPROVING SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

The impact of the lockdown is still being felt in schools across the country, and 

there is now a nationwide focus on improving attendance, as well as supporting 

families who are still finding it challenging .  We will continue to include appropri-

ate information in the newsletter (and email), but please come and talk to me if 

you think your child might need additional support. 

Here is some useful guidance related to attending school if ill:  

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/ 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/the-big-ambition/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/










 

The Friends of Otterbourne School have arranged for our school to be part of “Stronger Starts”, the           

in-store voting  programme at Tesco, to support  further improvements for SEN Children, including new 

phonics books, Numicon resources for maths and therapy resources. 

 

There are a number of stores running with this until the middle of January: 

 

Eastleigh - The Swan Centre        Chandler’s Ford - Ashdown Road  Fair Oak  - Winchester Road 

Southampton - Valley Park   Eastleigh - Twyford Road   Eastleigh - Bishopstoke Road 

 

To check the location of any of the above stores, please go to the Tesco website here: http://

www.tesco.com/store-locator/uk 

 

To vote, you will need to make a purchase within store of any value. You will receive one token (the little 

blue one) per transaction and it's not necessary to purchase a carrier bag in order to receive a token.  

Please help support our school and share this with friends and family so that we can give our children  a 

Stronger Start with Tesco.  And dare I say it, but every little helps 

PLEASE REMEMBER: 

http://www.tesco.com/store-locator/uk
http://www.tesco.com/store-locator/uk


Starring one of our former pupils: 









SOME FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT THE RISK AND CONCERNS AROUND VAPING:

 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/smokefreeme/

guidanceforschools 

https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/behaviour/challenging-behaviour/im-

worried-about-my-child-vaping/ 

We have addressed this in school with our Year 5/6 children.  However, there is so much 
concern about vaping across the county, Hampshire have also given us additional advice 
that you may find useful. 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/smokefreeme/guidanceforschools
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/smokefreeme/guidanceforschools
https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/behaviour/challenging-behaviour/im-worried-about-my-child-vaping/
https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/behaviour/challenging-behaviour/im-worried-about-my-child-vaping/

