
The  Newsletter of Otterbourne Church of England Primary School. 

Dear Families 

It’s a little difficult to be as upbeat as usual about the time in school since the last 
newsletter when it has been a time of great sadness.  We have all been affected in 
different ways by the passing of Mrs Compton, but the messages of support for the 
staff and children, for her family and for how we can create a lasting  memorial 
have proven just how much she meant to so many of us within the school commu-
nity.  Thank you 

It’s been busy in school though, with trips and experiences that support the chil-
dren’s learning and the first few items have made their way on to the new School 
Museum of Enrichment.  If you are in school, please come and see how it is starting 
to take shape.  It’s an idea I took from a school visit last year, and a simple way to 
create curiosity whilst showing everyone just how much the children do over the 
course of the school year—it will look more impressive in July when it is full of 
course! 

If you are the village Remembrance Service on Sunday, I look forward to seeing 
you there, and if you were with us today at the church, thank you for coming.  I 
thought your children were exceptional today. 

Kind regards 

Mr Geraghty 

 
DIGITAL WELLBEING WORKSHOP 

For anyone who was at the workshop this week, I am sure you feel the same as 
I do about the messages Mr Larby and Mrs Simpson shared with us...we have to 
keep the momentum going, we have to keep the lines of communication open, and 

we need to take lessons from each other.   

I have had a number of positive conversations since the session and I would like 
to invite parents to ask questions or give suggestions for how other parents can 

help their children navigate this very tricky online world. 

Although it is blank at the moment, there is a new page for this subject on our 
website.  Please email me at headteacher@otterbourne.hants.sch.uk with any 
questions, suggestions or stories you would like to share and we will keep the  
pages updated and refreshed.  The presentation from the session will also be 

available on there very soon.   

And a big ‘Thank you’ must go to Mr Larby and Mrs Simpson for giving up their 
time and organising such an informative session. 



Church coffee morning 

You are invited to come and meet other parents over a cup of tea or coffee, 

and enjoy some delicious cake. All are welcome.  

Details - Monday, November 20th.  9:00am to 10:30am. In the Church Room. 

SEE IT, SAY IT, SORTED - SPEAKING OUT AT SCHOOL 
 

Since the last newsletter, there seems to have already been a positive change with children 

speaking out and openly sharing what is upsetting them.  Thank you if you have helped to 

spread this message with your children.  I think though, that it needs repeating.  My staff are 

dedicated to supporting your children and our ongoing frustration is ‘why didn’t they tell us’.  

The more we know, the more we can help.  Thank you 

Bags2School - you are invited to bag up your pre-loved clothes 

and bring them in to school on November 20th. 

Winchester Basics Bank are running a school holiday lunch scheme over the Christmas break.  The scheme will provide 

food for 10 meals per child, and is designed to replace the hot meal that children would receive in school.  For more infor-

mation, or to register please visit; https://winchesterbasicsbank.co.uk/get-help/ or 

email; holidaylunch@winchesterbasicsbank.co.uk or telephone 01962 864720  

https://winchesterbasicsbank.co.uk/get-help/
mailto:holidaylunch@winchesterbasicsbank.co.uk


The Christmas period can be very difficult for some families within our 
wider community and as a school we continue to provide support where we 
can.  If you find yourself in need of help this year but don’t know where 

to begin, please come and see us as soon as possible. 

 

This is also a very useful link: 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/childrenandfamilies/
connectforcommunities 

F O S  U P DAT E  

We would like to thank everyone who visited the art show, took home 

a cake and joined in with the Harvest Trail.  The money from those pur-

chases along with some matched funding*, helped raise over £700 

which has already been put towards every classroom having a new vis-

ualiser.  This is a device that helps teachers share work and give effec-

tive verbal feedback to the whole class.  Thank you to everyone in-

volved for their time and effort, and to you for your support. 

*If your employer offers matched funding, which is a very easy way for 

companies to support charities like the Friends of Otterbourne School, 

please talk to a member of FOS. 

 

Up next for the FOS are the seasonal activities of the Advent Calendar 

which starts on December 1st (tickets available now), the Winchester 

Santa Sleigh (Thursday 7th in the evening) and Secret Santa (Friday 8th  

December).  Kicking off the season of advent is also the new Christmas 

Jumper Swap, an updated poster for which is in this newsletter. 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/childrenandfamilies/connectforcommunities
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/childrenandfamilies/connectforcommunities


 

In the last newsletter, we told you about a new event that we hope will bring 

some joy, and help with the cost of Christmas—see below.  Please do keep 

bringing in your unwanted items as these could become the wanted items for 

other families.    The event starts immediately after school and is expected to 

end at around 5pm.  You will be able to enjoy a delicious hot chocolate (adult-

only version available) and join in some early-Christmas carols too. 









 

The Friends of Otterbourne School have arranged for our school to be part of “Stronger Starts”, the           

in-store voting  programme at Tesco, to support  further improvements for SEN Children, including new 

phonics books, Numicon resources for maths and therapy resources. 

 

There are a number of stores running with this until the middle of January: 

 

Eastleigh - The Swan Centre        Chandler’s Ford - Ashdown Road  Fair Oak  - Winchester Road 

Southampton - Valley Park   Eastleigh - Twyford Road   Eastleigh - Bishopstoke Road 

 

To check the location of any of the above stores, please go to the Tesco website here: http://

www.tesco.com/store-locator/uk 

 

To vote, you will need to make a purchase within store of any value. You will receive one token (the little 

blue one) per transaction and it's not necessary to purchase a carrier bag in order to receive a token.  

Please help support our school and share this with friends and family so that we can give our children  a 

Stronger Start with Tesco.  And dare I say it, but every little helps 

PLEASE REMEMBER: 

http://www.tesco.com/store-locator/uk
http://www.tesco.com/store-locator/uk








SOME FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT THE RISK AND CONCERNS AROUND VAPING:

 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/smokefreeme/

guidanceforschools 

https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/behaviour/challenging-behaviour/im-

worried-about-my-child-vaping/ 

We have addressed this in school with our Year 5/6 children.  However, there is so much 
concern about vaping across the county, Hampshire have also given us additional advice 
that you may find useful. 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/smokefreeme/guidanceforschools
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/smokefreeme/guidanceforschools
https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/behaviour/challenging-behaviour/im-worried-about-my-child-vaping/
https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/behaviour/challenging-behaviour/im-worried-about-my-child-vaping/

