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Dear Families 

“Thank you for the Harvest!”  These words, which are from one of our Harvest Festival songs (“Harvest 

Samba”) have been resonating through the school in the last couple of weeks as we prepare for Friday, our 

first visit to the church for this year.  If you are able to join us at St. Matthew’s on Friday, we would love to see 

you there but please be prepared to sing! 

If you have been kind enough to donate to our own collection for the Winchester Basics Bank 

(https://winchesterbasicsbank.co.uk/) then can I also say ‘Thank you for the harvest’. 

Kind regards 

Mr Geraghty 

 

 

SCHOOL QUIZ 

Thanks also have to go to the members of the FOS who helped to organise last Friday’s school quiz night, and 

to the parents who made it such a fun night.  There will be another quiz later in the school year and there are 

various ideas going around for how we can make this even bigger and better for you.  And, on the subject of 

making events better for everyone, we are appealing for more help… 

 

FOS - Meeting and joining in 

If you do have any ideas about our events through the year, or would like to be more involved in the fun and 

fundraising that is organised by the FOS, then please come along to the next meeting which will be on 

Thursday 16th October at 7:15pm at the school.  At the meeting, we will be making final decisions and 

discussing planning for all events this year.  Please come along if you are interested in being involved or can 

take on the running of an event.  We really do need more families involved, and the reward in smiles really 

does make it worth the time.  

 

FOS – OtterFest…can you spare some time to get involved? 

The first OtterFest, which took place last year, was a great success and clearly a much-loved event in the 

school calendar.  We would really like to repeat the event this year – but in order to do so, the FOS are 

appealing for more volunteers.  Ideally, they are also looking for someone who can offer to co-ordinate the 

event as there are a number of elements to draw together to make it such a wonderful addition to the 

Christmas celebrations. 

 

  

https://winchesterbasicsbank.co.uk/
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FOS EVENTS COMING SOON 

Our incredible FOS team use WhatsApp to communicate with parents (as well as us publicizing things in this 

newsletter) – if you aren’t yet in a group, please let us know and we will put you in touch.  Here are details of 

the next events, which take place on the last day of the half-term. 
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PLAYGROUND GYM EQUIPMENT 

We sadly had a bit of an accident in school recently, so it’s appropriate to remind you that the gym equipment 

at the end of the playground (by the orchard) is not designed for our Keystage 1 children.  During the school 

day, use of the equipment is reserved for KS2 children only and I have to ask that young children are kept 

away from the equipment at pick up time too please. 

 

MEADOW MAINTAINERS - Update 

You may remember, from our June newsletter, that the Year 5/6 children appealed for help to maintain our 

meadow and the surrounding areas to improve access along the path and to the pond. We were delighted 

when, over the summer a group of parents and volunteers, met up and worked hard to cut back, strim and 

clear these areas. They did a fantastic job and, last week, Year 5 noticed a huge difference when they went 

down to pond dip and minibeast hunt, so they wanted to say another thank you for this kindness. 

Unfortunately, our pond dried out over the summer so Year 5 were keen to investigate “What has survived 

the drought?” 

Our findings were more positive than we expected as the bar chart below, created by Jesse, shows. Year 5 

children were initially excited to discover so many ramshorn and pond snails, but later realised that these 

were sadly empty shells that didn’t survive. The number of dragonfly nymphs was encouraging though and, 

when more rain arrives, the signs are hopeful for a good recovery.  

If you are interested in getting involved with our Meadow Maintainers action group, please contact the school. 
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LEARNING IN ACTION  

      

Year 5 surveying the species in our very low pond and woodland. They were delighted to find this tree-climbing toad! 

 

 

     

Year 3 recalling their existing knowledge about money   

 

 

    

Year 3/4 reading aloud and editing their Barnabus creature non-chronological reports.  
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Year 3/4 making Pictish stones 

 

 

       

Year 2 exploring living, non-living and once living things in our school grounds. 
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SAFEGUARDING INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 

It has come to our attention that some of our Year R children are talking about something called, “99 Nights in 

the Forest” and are saying they are scared.  "99 Nights in the Forest" is a popular Roblox survival-horror game 

where players must survive for 99 days and nights in a forest to rescue missing children and defend their camp 

from creatures like a two-legged deer, cultists, and more powerful entities such as the Ram and the Owl. 

Players need to manage their campfire, explore the forest for resources, craft items, hunt for food, and find 

loot. The game draws inspiration from a true story of children surviving in the Amazon and incorporates 

elements of the Wendigo myth.   

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=38d5b1a6813f14da&q=Wendigo+myth&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjZopn9x4WQAxXvQUEAHZQhKfcQxccNegQINRAB&mstk=AUtExfA826bskwQWk7jl-gsMszb5DV77DK09zdNKYmbwY_4_mWo6BkodwOeQ4rvT00-TPHY4Z47cNDV_vnivQyrWPzvMPvESwR7U8ueHLDnD7_OmaThZVJWiIdl6IMu0XPa157c&csui=3

