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Dear Families 

Following the May Fayre newsletter earlier in the week, this is a more general follow-up with 
some of the regular items that I like to share with you all.   

It would be wrong though, to miss the opportunity to say ‘Thank You’ to everyone who has 
asked about helping out or already signed up to give an hour or two - we really do rely on 
volunteers to support the event, so if you are able to offer a bit of time running a stall or tidy-
ing up at the end, it would be greatly appreciated.  The signup sheet is on the office door. 

All of the other details from earlier in the week, are included here just in case you missed 
them. 

With best wishes for a good weekend, 

Mr Geraghty  

It is the end of an era as we have to say farewell to Christine 

Bruce who has given 14 years of love and support to the     

children and families who attend The Holt.   

We all wish her the very best for her retirement.  Christine’s 

last day is Tuesday 30th April. 

The experiences just keep on coming for our children, 

with our Year Rs becoming café owners for the day under 

the careful supervision of Marco Bertacchini at Platform 

1.  The children learned about health and hygiene, mak-

ing menus and how to engage with customers - and the 

day ended with the children presenting sandwiches they 

had made for their families. 

This really was a wonderful, rich, life-experience and I 

need to thank Marco and his team for making us feel very 

welcome and supporting the school for the day.   

All that and only 1 broken plate!  



 

Recently, the school was invited to attend the official opening of the Queen Elizabeth Memorial Garden, 

which is situated at the end of the footpath that leads to school. 

This new addition to the village is a place for rest and reflection, 

and we are delighted to be supporting the local council with the 

upkeep of the area: we will be maintaining the flowers and 

keeping a watchful eye on litter and anything else that might 

make the garden anything less than welcoming and tranquil. 

If you would also like to help with this, please let me or           

Mrs Simmons know.  As always, we would appreciate any       

donations of flowers and plants and anyone who would like to 

be part of the ‘gardening team’ would be warmly welcome. 

My thanks to Mrs Simmons and her husband for attending the official opening in my absence.                

Mrs Simmons runs our school Eco-Council, which is responsible for helping the school be more ‘green’ 

amongst many great activities. 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

It is unavoidable that sometimes children will not be able to come to school in the usual 

uniform, whether that be for ill-fitting or broken shoes which are in the process of being 

quickly replaced,  or for other individual needs.   For other children, unless there is a need 

that has been brought to our attention, there is an expectation that they will be in a school 

uniform that reflects the uniform policy, including long hair to be tied back.  I feel really 

proud when I see the children in our uniform looking smart and presentable.  The uniform 

gives a sense of belonging which I firmly believe is incredibly important, and I want them 

to feel pride when wearing it.  Please help me give them that sense of pride and belonging 

by ensuring children are in school with the correct uniform and footwear.  If you need to 

discuss this for any reason, please do come in and see me, especially if you need support - 

there is always a lot of pre-loved uniform available.   

Many thanks for your help and understanding.  



We are hoping to add another little stall for the children this year, in the 

form of a Children’s Tombola.  This would include small gifts, toys, cuddlies 

etc that would be exciting for the children to win.  If you have anything of 

this type, maybe the odd unwanted Christmas gift, that you are happy to   

donate to the fair, please start bringing them in to the school office - we 

know we can find a good home, and appreciate the donations. 

FOS ON SOCIAL MEDIA - Please look out for the updates about the May 

Fayre on the FOS Facebook page and your class WhatsApp groups.    

DONATIONS DAY - We are grateful for all donations!  Anything you are happy to donate, can be 

brought in to the office at any time but the main day for this will be May 17th, which is Pentecost, 

when the children are invited to wear an item of red as part of their school uniform. 



Dear Parents, 

 

We hope you had a cracking Easter!  The Friends of Otterbourne School (FOS) held it’s AGM just before we broke up.  Thank 

you to those who were able to attend.  We have included the minutes and summary of income / expenditure for last academic 

year (22/23) below. 

 

FOS was able to donate £11,500 to school which is fantastic.  This money was spent on extra resources that benefit all our 

children.  Over the summer some of the money will be spent on a new bike shed.  This will mean staff and pupils can store 

bikes and scooters securely within the school grounds.  The school hope this will be a brilliant and long lasting addition to the 

facilities. 

 

During this current school year the FOS donations have funded: 

KS1 play equipment                                                    Phonic bug club training & resources 

Visualisers for each classroom                                  Outdoor equipment 

New fencing for Yr R playground                              Outdoor learning and science equipment 

Recycling bins                                                               New music teaching.  

 

NEXT EVENT…… 

 

May Fayre – Saturday 18
th
 May in the school grounds from 12 to 3pm.  This is a fun event enjoyed by pupils, staff and par-

ents.  A big thank you to anyone who came to the Fayre planning meeting just before Easter or who has already offered to 

help.  If you haven’t already volunteered and would like to please contact your year representative via the WhatsApp groups, 

message Frankie on 07977 582294 or sign up on the sheet that will be up outside school soon. 

 

HOW CAN I HELP? 

 

Help on a stall / on the BBQ / bar during the Fayre.  No previous knowledge / experience required just some enthusiasm.  

We divide the Fayre into hour slots so everyone has a chance to help and enjoy the Fayre. 

Set up / clear up before / afterwards 

DO YOU WORK FOR A LARGE COMPANY? You may be able to apply for ‘MATCH FUNDING’ from them.  This costs 

you nothing – the company donate to FOS on your behalf.  Please check with colleagues / your HR department.  If 

any letters / applications are required please ask a member of FOS as we have templates used for previous applica-

tions. 

SPONSORSHIP – would you or the company you work for like to sponsor the Fayre in exchange for advertising?  Please 

let us know if so. 

RAFFLE PRIZES – we are looking for donations to use on the raffle or silent auction. 

 

Fingers crossed the Summer Term brings some sunshine! 

 

Best wishes, 

 

FOS 
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FROM EARLIER THIS WEEK  

Do you have a gazebo you can spare?  

In order to protect stalls and volunteers from the elements, we would be very grateful if you could loan 

yours for the event. These can be brought to school at any time between now and the event or we can 

collect them nearer the time if that is easier. 

  





We Need Your Help  

Firstly, thank you for all the volunteers who have already come 

forward to offer their help with this year’s May Fayre. One 

thing we are very keen on this year is seeing new faces on the 

friendly FOS team. We understand some parents are unable to 

commit to FOS all year round but any help that can be given 

towards the biggest fund raising event in the calendar is great.  

 

If you are happy to help, there will be a timetable available 

outside the school office from tomorrow. Volunteers are need-

ed for setting up, helping with the BBQ, bar, stalls etc. Please 

put your name down where you are able to help. Hopefully, by 

working together, we can ensure the event is enjoyed by      

everyone and raises as much as we can for the children and 

the school! 

Thank you in advance,  

FOS 








