
Year R

Phonics and 
Early Reading



Reading is fundamental to education. Proficiency in reading, writing and spoken 
language is vital for pupils’ success. Through these, they develop communication 

skills for education and for working with others: in school, in training and at work.  

DfE Reading Framework 2023



What is phonics?

•Sound to letter correspondence

•One of the early building blocks to becoming a fluent 
reader

•Not the only thing that creates a good reader!



Every school must have a Systematic, Synthetic Phonics (SSP) 
programme. At Otterbourne, we use Bug Club Phonics by Pearson.



Phase 1
Listening and Attention

•Sound walks
•Rhyming
•Syllables
•Songs / rhythm 
•Sharing books
•Games



Phase 2

Pure 
sounds!!! No 

schwa!

‘satpin’ not ‘abc’ – 
lots of words can 
be made using 
these sounds.

These are 
graphemes.

The sounds they 
make are 
‘phonemes’.



Phase 3 – digraphs and trigraphs

Pure 
sounds!!! No 

schwa!



Actions and Pictures



Phase 4 - 

• Adjacent consonants / consonant clusters
• CVCC – e.g. list
• CCVC – e.g. frog
• CCVCC - e.g. stamp
• CCCVC - e.g. scrub
• CCCVCC - e.g. shrink



Year R – ‘tricky words’ / irregular words

• Throughout Phases 2, 3 and 4, the children are also taught ‘tricky 
words’ e.g. I, go, no, she – these are taught through Language 
Lessons.

• Focus on identifying which part of the word is ‘tricky’.

Eg, ‘she’ cannot be segmented using its sounds.



Reading Books
Your child will come home with a Bug Club book each week. This book will focus 
on a sound that the class has already covered in phonics and will be matched 
to their reading ability. I will write in their diary when I have read with your 
child and ask you to support them in any sounds or words they found a 
struggle. Please write in how often they read; they get house points! 
The goal is to build fluency in the children’s reading so they need to aim to 
read their book at least three times – repetition is key. 





Bug Club Online
Additional reading books will be set online. A new set is released 

each time we have learnt a new set of phonemes (sounds) in 
class.

Lots of games to support the focus phonemes.
Your child’s log-in can be found in their reading diary.



Three ways you can help build fluency 
at home…

1. Read and follow – the adult reads the text and the child follows 
along with their finger. This helps the child with word recognition and 
models to them how they should read with fluency.

2. My turn, your turn – take turns reading a page or a paragraph. 
Here you are modelling how to read with fluency, flow and expression. 

3. Echo Reading – as you read, the child copies. It is important here to 
pace yourself and read at a rate that your child can keep up with. 



Reading Diaries

• Please fill in your child’s reading dairy when 
you listen to them read.  



It’s a partnership…

• Books and diaries in school every day please and updated by staff 
and parents. It is unlikely your child will have a set reading day so 
we need to access their book at any point of the week.

• We will send home targeted phonemes and tricky words on cards for 
you to keep and revise at home.

• Please return the books that are sent home!
• Reader of the week rewards.



Library Books
The Otters will visit the library on a Tuesday. The children will get the chance to 
choose a book to bring home and share with you. This is a book you read to them. It 
makes a lovely bedtime story. They must return the book the following week in order to 
take a new one home.



A bedtime story
• A bedtime story doesn’t require children to focus on the mechanics of learning to read, but on the enjoyment 

of the story and the idea of being transported to other worlds before drifting into dreams about them.’



How to encourage independent reading at home
•Having books that the child owns
•Using the library to help build variety
•Exposing children to texts beyond novel. E.g. comics, magazines, non-fiction 
books
•Taking control of screens – reading first and then screentime
•Show that you love reading… even if you have to fake it
•Give children books that matter to them  
•Reward reading through extrinsic and intrinsic motivators – your time is 
really valuable to your children!



Questions!
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